ature, Obligatio e 
Publick Worſhip, 
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| Prone XXvi.. g, 9, 10. 


Fes I have loved the habitation of thy 
Wc and the place where thine honour 
_ dwelleth-— Gather not my Soul with 
Sinners, nor my Life ab. bloody 


Men . In whoſe hands is miſchief, 
and their right Band i is full of Bribes. 


R moſt 0 Bunge irathe mob} 1 
"ow, a8, light, air, ſun-ſhine, health, li- 

Tu and falvation : fo great is the liberality 
and god of God towards us. And yet the more 
Samo, the leſs they ſeem to be 0 and i im- 
proved: ſo aft our careleſsneſs and ingrati- 
tude. towards Ser obig 


bligations ſor what we have 
received: 


. 
ms 


4 8 
0 


1 


are the le in our thoughts. We act as if we were our 
"Waka ans e * our own ] In this 


bj — 0 
1 
7 N ö 7 * N 


The addreſs that is proper for what we want 
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2 The Naturt: Obligation &c. 
temper we ſhall always find it eaſier to follow inclina- 
tion, than reaſon; to obſerve and; honour the tradi- 
tions ot „ a more than the command ments of 
God... 
: „ 2 arent is "Him * * regard to 85 blick 
2 Worin pp the Deity. It i is a duty Rich, pg 
the moſt ſolid principles; it is a duty approved She 
conſent and practice of mankind in ages; even 
their vain ſuperſtitions ſhew how natural it is to fall 
into ſome way of acknowledging ſuperior powers; 
yet how generally neglected amongſt us, though the 
truth of the object, and the propriety of the N 
due to it, are now ſo. mach better known. , | ik 
Perſons of all ranks and conditions an in Ho- 
thing more than neglecting to honour God; the Crea- 
tor, Lord, and Governour of the whole univerſe. 
Is there not too much reaſon to ſay? One thinks him- 
ſelf too high and great to own his dependance, 
and bend his knees to Heaven : Another too much 
engaged by trifles to purſue the end and perfection of 
his own being. One is too enlightned and improved 
to be found in the road of common ſenſe 3 Another 
too vicious to be able to recollect often 'a reſence, 
and power that muſt give him infinite di fbance. 
Bur what muſt be the conſequence of thoſe things? The 
-world,: for ought I can ſee, muſt degenerate more 


And more, ſince ſuch neglects have a direct and natural 


tendency to baniſtr God from the minds of: men, and 
take wo reſtraints of the moſt 'aweful principles, 
We are met this day to humble ourſelyes before 
God for our Sins, which Juftly provoke his diſpleaſure; 
and to obtain thoſe publick bleſſings, Which might 
render our ſtate proſperous.” To do this in a cuſto- 
mary manner, as a bes of courſe, : without endea- 
vouring to anſwer the e 3 ofeſſed and propoſed, is 
nothing leſs than to mock God to his face, and inſult 
him more audaciouſly in the forms of religion. 1 
hope we ate now met with' better diſpoſitions, to re- 
member our own, and the nations fins with deep con- 
e and fix our — Tor” better * 
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I hall, not Seak of fin in " general, nor enumerate. 
LE Loo r ſins which conftirute national guilt ; 4 5 
but Babe one'Sin only in view, and that a capital one, 
which cheriſhes many others, and contribures mig h- | 
tily to the growth of wickedneſs in the world,” name- 
y, the neglect of publick Wo orſhip. _ . ond 
The language and example of the text recommends. 
thie'contrary radi e, and if this can be well eftabliſh- 
_ ed, its excellency and obligation; the ſinfulneſs of 
the other muſt of co enge appe pul to us. Lord 7 
| have Irved the habitation ie boufe & thi 
"YR ppears rs from the Pim,” that Neri was i in Wi 
great Arez, and that it was not the leaſt part of his 
reſentment under it to be deprided of publick Wor- 
| ſhip. In his circumſtance. he Appeals to God for the 
Integrity of his 3 Fudge ne, O Lord, for T have 
Fug hmeſs, Theo tru Red alfo in the Lord . 
1 22 His innocence He! — 4 himſelf to 
| any 12955 "by which God ſhould think fit to try him. 
, ne, Lord, and prope me,” try my reins and 
Beat. Then he offers it as an Evidence of his 
fincerity, and piety, that the friendſhip of bad men 
had been ever his abhorrence. I have vor ſate with 
vain Perſons,” neither will I go in with difſemblers. I have 
bated the congregation of evil dbers, and "will not fit with 
the wicked®.. Men of a different character were his de- 
light, even fuch as feared and honoured God. With 
ſuch he loved to join in 5 worſhip; in that place, 
and in that manner, which God himſelt had expreſsly 
ointed, viz. in the tabernacle,” where was the vi- 
fi e ſymbol of the divine preſence, and the promiſe 
of divine. bleſſing, Thither the Tribes. went vp; 
there they united in one ſolemn ſervice; and there he 
found the nobleſt pleaſure of his life. Lord I have 
laeved the habitation if thine houſe, and the Place where 
thine hanguy denells. This being his invariable rem- 
per and frame, he humbly hoped, that God would 
not leave him in his preſent diſtreſs, and abandon him 
to a N ever tis averſion. He my thar would 4. 
* B 2 ow vou | 
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een 13k Vena 0 e 
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1 Nature, Obige &c. 1 
would not give him up to their corruption and far 
whilſt he el, or to partake of their A 2 2 
when he died. Gather unt my Soul with: & 77 
my. life with Hoody men, in whoſe hands is 2 
their right-hand is full of 4 8 

In the words two things r * , the 


| Mer N upright . 25 | 1 79 7 2 


bad the beats 7 554 75 and. * W 
- thine honour dwelleth.— $ the object of his h 1950 


in conſequence of it, tha would not ſuffer him 

come under the power, pay fate of wicked and 28 

gate men. Gather nat my Ly 2227 755 id 

with. r ö e 5 and their | 

right-band is full of Bribes.... 0 hes 
If we would ada ole pr t, 2 0 nn 

the fame t of. our pie 48 

have the —4 5 A "Ll 


60 e but 1 


much greater advantage, in the clearer diſcoy 
itz and a more rational ah ws of adgreſs 155 a 1 


nobler motives to animate our dane bie char 
will not be thought the leaſt derable, that i 15 ” 
raiſe our expectations of ſafety from our work ene- 
mies. From the words I ſhall take occalion | 


L:.. 6 ae, the nature of Falz Warſip in 


Ln TAGS: 
In... fo row the and ReaforaMence of it 
Cavity in a Public 


II.. . . To nate ſane uſeful 22 on the Subjet2. 


The Princiſ les here intenfled to be Aituſted are of 
very great conſequence, as Mey relate to God's honour 
and our own benefit. 1 ſhalt endeayour to eſtabliſh 
them on the moſt certain. fra ounds, and appeal to eve- 
y man's inward N 9 * * their truth wad 
evidence, 


I. . « I would WE 4 AW Dy Reliits . 
is general. _ Worſhip imports the giving honour and 
Rect | to another, ahd is Aer civil, or teligious. 


bates . 


„ Nat wa * ** 9 
il Warſhip is. that honout xt Pp: pay: | 
to en! either — on account of their 4 
rank or office, The Authority with whic 1 225 h 55 . 
veſted ; the greater power of dein { Fog: pod, "which oeh 

are Tappoled to enjoy, are 100 n acceſſic ions 7 
their perſonal character, and a Neal of eee In 

this view we reverence "Fn, Magiſtrates,” and 
other great Perſonag ender 10 all | 4 d 

nour to whom bonour © — Or on account of pre-· em. 
nence in wiltom and experience; becauſe the cbunſels 
of ſuch Will be valuable to Us, and deſerve 2 atten. 
tion. On this eee 10 cl perſons are” obligetl | 
to reverence The dren, to honour the 

Parents. Or e 5 on pon. of meer courteſy ahi 
friendſhip, in which we diſcovera kind, Alffable, and 


obliging temper, readily admitting fore ſu riority It 
Fo 15 bonour” 


th on, whom the N is paid. 
.. preferring one another*, 

Religious Worfpip has but one object , i. e. God: and 
but one 2 i. e, the higheſt and beſt we can pay. 
It conſiſts in thoſe ſentiments and affections; in that 
union of a rational love and filial fear, "which ate ſuir- 
able to and worthy of the objeft we worſhip. - Give 
unto the Laraglary and flrength : give unto the Lord the glory 
due unto his name . Religious Worſhip, directed to 
God. and terminating in him. eee 


Auration and Devotedueſs. | 


Fr A8, Worſhip is exprefſed by Abrams. To 
adore, among the n was to put che hand to 
the mouth in token of their reverencing the object be- 
fore them, or bending the body in praying and be- 
ſeeching i it. The former was certainly a very antient 
cuſtom, as appears from the book of 7. Tf 
the fun when it (bined, or the. moon walking in brightneſs. | 
Aud my heart bath been ſecretly enticed, -or 20 mouth bath 
OE . ex 

© Ik "pie 
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I Rom. xii, 7. 
? Rom. xii. 10. TI Pl. xcvi. 7, 8. e 7 
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reſſive of reyere ce, as, bending body, down ; 
Eling At oye 25 3, proſtration, WES 15 he lame 
Word, trapſlated to worſhip, a and "the ache actſons 
of bowing, and falling down, are applied i in Scripture to 
the true, God, and with ſuch reſtriction, as to make it 
unlawful to worſhip any other objec in that manner. 
When the Devil tem # nh our LOIN with an offer 
of the glory an $4 Eibgaom oms of the world, he e aſked. 
him, to fall down an p or adofe Big iin, 7.2. as 
Lord and giver of thoſe thi things, Our Saviour i in his 
anſwer rebuked this p Pence alledging that, here: 
in he challen; ed to hicpſelf the peculiar, h re of 
Deity... Thou ſpall vor ſoip, 1 cf Ay 9885 {oy Go hs 
and him. only halt thou . x ie en | 
Peter, fell at bis feet and 9 85 ot. adored. 5 WE 
But the Apoltle refuſed this honour as too den or 2 
mortal man. "Fobn in the clofe of his revelations, fell 
down at the Angels feet with deſign ; to ror hips or. adore re 
bim, who had been his guide and Kind Ace in 5 
thoſe myſterious ſcenes; 555 he mobs this honour AS 
too great for an immortal Angel, and bids him. 1 
it, as the N 4 1 the s Sch * 
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K Adopts: i. e. — 72 e vel, en 3 ad 
aliquem' orare—— Igo, ofcaler,) abr. In adoration, :/ays 
Pliny, we carry our right- -hand to our lips, and 'turn about the 
whole body. Ina adorando dextram ad aſculum referimus, totumgue 
corpus tircumagimus, Plin. xxiii. 2. Lucius, having ordained 
that Caius Caeſar ſhould be adored as a God, when he returned 
from his province of Syria, durſt not approach bim, but with his 
head veiled, and, turning about his body. falling proſtrate before 
him. Primus C. Caeſarem adorari ut Drum inflituit, cum rever- 
ſus ex Syria non aliter adire aufus Met, quam capite welato, eircum- 
wertenſque ſe, deinde procumbent. Sugton. vit. Aul: Vitell. cap. a. 
—— When Demoſthenes ſucked the poiſon from the reed, or ring, 
in which he had concealed it, he was ſuppoſed, by thoſe who-ob- 
ſerved him put his hand to his mouth, only adoring. Tiv Yeo 
7h buen! be qi, Su απνν ] och cru ber. 

ian. Demoſth. encom. ad fin. It was a cuſtom in molt, Hea - 
then Nations, when they adored their Idols, to clap their right- 
| hand to their lips, with the fore finger relling upon the extended 
thumb, and then to turn about the body to the right. 

i Matt. iv. 9, 10. * Acts x. 25. : Rev, xxii. 8, 9 


Ld 
$ 
r 


k Niet with ie 7 
© qt nm then 1 is a' proper pa part er g Wor- 
| but it muſt be the 4doration of the'rilitid,” which 


4 As in thoſe ſentiments "and affections, that exalt 
. God above alt; and leave! the Soul in the profoundeſ 
awe and' venerarion : For inſtance, it confiſts | 


: 35 In thr bighe eeem. How g reat muſt God be 
7 the unoriginated, underived ſource of Being, that 
N exiſts by a neceſſity within himſelf,” yet all his Actions 
free: crowned with every rfection; ; inexhauſted in 
the ſotxces of his own greitneſs,” and happineſs.” Im- 

menſe Being! He ſurrounds all nature with his power; 
fils all ſpace with his preſence; and makes his word 
fwifter than zhe wings of the morning ®. T his is the 
Object we adore ; the moſt excellent of all excellent 
Beige the wiſeſt of all intelligent natures: Unchange- 
able, Almighty, Everlaſting; the nature, and extent 
of whoſe Perfections we cannot fully reach by the ut- 
moſt effort of our faculties, Incomprehenſible. Well 
might the Philoſopher, „hen aſked what God was, 
delire a day to give in his anſwer, and after that 
two more, intimating by ſuch a delay, that the ob- 
66 ject was too great for him; that the more he gazed 
upon this refulgent light, the more obſcurity and 
„ darkneſs oppreſſed his mind . The greatneſs and 
dignity of the object is a juſt ground of eſteem; We 
riſe from the narrow and ſcattered excellencies of the 
creation to the ſupreme Excellency ; the idea grows as 
we contemplate, and as we ſeparate from it every 
weakneſs and imperfection; but we are ſoon loſt in the 
infinite and unknown. None by ſearching can find out 

* Pal. cxxxix. 9. | 

® Roges me, quid, aut nk fit Deus: audore utar Simonide : 2 
u cum guacſ vi ſſet hoc idem tyrannus Hitro, delibrrandi cauſa, fbi 
unum diem peſtula vit. Cum idem ex eo peftridi⸗ quaereret, biduum 


petivit.. Cum ſacpius duplicaret numerum dierum, admiranſque 
Hiero requireret, cur ita faceret. Quia quanto, inquit, diutins 


agile, tanto 5 Jpes one W videtur obſeurior. 
* * * N i. 22. 
. Jo | ET CR 


=— \ The:Natare, Obliggtion be. 
Geir Neve nap Jo. on the fimighey 4 10 perfeffion . 
— Keep ty DEE 
nat re um Ce, 
behold ha. - 1 eg: 7. hate, Ho he leaves 
thy tower Wu 


ke 


eh is his Good- 
C yy wp a8 it is more * in tell, and more 
acceptable to others, to be good, chan powerful; 
esto be loved, than admired ?.” How various are 
the inſtances of his Goodneſs l He deſerves our devout 
and grateful acknowledgments, for railing. us to the 
_ dignity. of rational creatures, and ſtamping upon our 
minds his own divine ert. By this we are capable of 
looking up to our Original; of ſurveying the wonders 
of Creation, and making ſuch reflections upon both as 
might inſpire us with pleaſure and praiſe, What 
thanks are due, that our bodies are curiouſly framed ; 
our lives wonderfully ſuſtained amidſt. the eee of 
a mortal ſtate? Wherever we turn ourſelves we are 
ſurrounded: with Goodneſs. The world i is laid out a 
beautiful ſcene to entertain and pleaſe us. The riſing 
„the falling ſhower, the ct nging ſeaſons, the 
fruicful year miviſter all their grateful influences to us, 
| ahd ſhall we ſtand filent and mute amidſt fo many in- 
2 to praiſe. The Chriſtian will adore the God 
eme e. The tender Father, the recenciling God, the 
Aux Saviour, are not only new, but 
ſubjeQs: of - . He will magnify the great Jabo- 
vn, that eſtabliſhes his covenant, and makes the 
promiſe ſure; that ſent his Son to multiply our bleſ- 
ſings and deer. our hopes; to aſſiſt our duty, and 
purchaſe. heaven. How inexhauſted thoſe ſubjects of 
_ —— we ol in this protulion ang E 


p 0:2 nfpther e aoftis air Option, danke; „ 
ante eptimms, I, e. beneficentiſſimus, quam maximus, . i, 


was gratins, prodeſſe omnibus, quam ww * 
at. Deor. i, 2 $6 "i 


f  Pablick Worſhip. 9 

neſs! Our warmeſt gratitude how it lan- 
Sal es, how it ſinks below the occaſion! Adore, O 
my ſoul, the indulgent Creator and Father of man- 
kind adore the bountiful God. Bleſs. the Lord, O 
my ſoul, and forget not all bis benefits d. Conſcious of 
thine own weakneſs ſummon the aid of every creature 
to aſſiſt thy praiſe. Praiſe him all ye nations of the 
earth; Praiſe him ye Angels of light, ye ney 
fars, who ſang tbe < creation * ; ; praiſe him 1n your exalte 
ſtrains. 


3.) Love. Not love with emotion and tranſport, 
weh as we feel in our animal paſſions; but a rational 
complacency and delight in God. If excellency, if 
goodneſs have any attractives to engage affection, they 
muſt be very powerful in this object. What object ſo 
amiable as perfect excellence and perfect light? What 

odneſs ſo exuberant, and diffuſive as that which 

| paſſes through the whole frame of Nature, producing 
order, proportion, and happineſs. God: is s purely 
good, gracious and 2 be is good 10 all, and 
his tender mercies are over all his works*. From him 
Angels derive their bleſſedneſs, and the ſubjects of 
their rapturous ſongs. From Him men receive life 
with all its bleſſings; their comforts, aids, preventions, 
deliverances and future hopes. But Chriſtianity has 
increaſed the ſum of b ee offered unſearch- 
able riches and everlaſting treaſures. Herein God 
commendeth bis love, and demands ours with almoſt 
an irreſiſtible power. Herein he would unite our hearts 
to him by the ties of the moſt chearful gratitude and 
. ardent love. Love is the foul of all Religion. It in- 
ſenſibly forms us into the image of the beloved object; 
and conſtantly fits and diſpoſes us to ſerve and pleaſe 
him. Can 1 delight in i 5 benefit, and not in the 


bene factor? Can 9 rejoice in the gift, and have no 
affections to raiſe and unite me to the donor ? If I 
| enjoy any ng delightful ſhall 1 not love him, who 
1 5 has 
2 cl. ci 1 2. * ſob xxxviii. 7. * Plal, exiv. x 


*. 


10 The Natare, Obligation. & c. 

has given me the capacity of delight? View, .O my 
ſoul, this beneficent, lovely Being ; view him until 
his. bounty, fo freely diſpenſed, ſo amply diffuſed, 

hall win thy heart, ſhall teach thee to ſcorn every 
meaner rival, and unite all thy affections in gratitude, 
delight and admiration, Love him with the ſtrength 

and purity of all thy powers; raiſe thyſelf to that ſu- 
preme love, with all thy beart, with all thy ſtrength, and 
toith all thy mind ©; and long to aſcend, to expreſs the 
adoration of thy love in the language and ardors of 
immorrtal ſpirits. 25 5 


4.) Reverence and godly fearu. An humble diſtance 
becomes our imperfection, and ſinful demerit. When 
we have tried to form the worthieſt conceptions of 

God, exalted in excellency, and perfect in happineſs; 
that wants no tribute, and fears no combination, we 
muſt fall vaſtly ſhort of what he is in himſelf. But 
then when our thoughts fail in reaching ſuch immenſe 
heights, there is another way of greatening the ob- 
ject, and that is by ſelf-abaſement ; by ſinking low in 
ſo great a preſence. Shall not bis excellency make you a- 
fraid, and his dread fall upon you* ? Think, O my ſoul, 
how mean thou art before ſuch perfection; how poor 
before ſuch all-ſufficiency. What am I, when all he 
nations of the Earth in his ſight are i as the duſt. of the 
ballance, and counted to bim leſs than Fothing and vanity v? 
Conſider how vile thou art by reaſon of thy ſins, and 
ſhouldſt thou not humble thyſelf to the duſt, before 
one infinitely pure, and gloriouſly holy : before one, 
whoſe frown is the greateſt curſe ; whoſe indignation 
is the hotteſt hell. His beloved attributes ſhould raiſe 
in us a filial fear of offending. Superſtition. is an un- 
. feaſonable groundleſs fear of God, which leads men 
to yarious, and ſometimes monſtrous ſervices, in hopes 
of pleaſing him. But as there js nothing in his nature 
ſhocking and frightful to a well-diſpoſed mind; a fear 
of offending a beloved character will be thought a ge- 

nuine mark of eſteem, and conſequently ſuch a godly - 
gz Sh „„ | fear 
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fear well becomes the virtuous and the good. Let 
me therefore fear the Lord and bis goodneſs* : Nor pre- 
ſume, on priviledges, or diſcoveries of mercy, to ſerve 
him in a careleſs, irreverent manner. There is forgive- 
neſs with thee, that thou mayeſt be feared *, I would there- 
fore compoſe my thoughts, unite my heart for a ſo- 
lemn ſervice; for God is greatly to be feared in the aſs 
ſembly of bis ſaints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are about Him >, © - 65 


 SxzconDLY ; - Worſhip is likewiſe expreſſed by our 
Devotedneſ to God, or by ſuch acts of the mind as 
ſhew a lively ſenſe of our dependence ; that we can 
rely upon thoſe perfections we adore ; and conſequent- 
ly that our piety is not the reſult of cuſtom, but prin- 
ciple; not the effect of ſuperſtition, but a pleaſing 
choice. - This came into the notion of Worſhip among 
the Hebrews, and is well expreſſed by their cleaving to 
the Lord. Thou ſhalt fear the Lord thy God; bim ſhalt 
thou ſerve, and to him ſhalt thou cleave®, be united and 
devoted. —— This devotedneſs comprehends theſe 


particulars, viz, 


1.) Faith in God; or a firm perſuaſion of his being 
Creator, Governour, and Judge of the world. His 
exiſtence is ſo ſtrongly reflected from the whole Crea- 
tion, that I queſtion whether it be poſſible for the moſt 
ſceptical to doubt of it. From the effects we are ne- 
eeſſarily lead up to a wiſe, intelligent firſt cauſe of all 
things. And if fo, we ſhall be lead further by a ra- 
tional chain of. conſequences, to believe that he that 
made the world ſtill preſerves and ſuſtains it; governs 
it by his wiſdom, and finally will judge it in equity. 
When I conſider his perfection of knowledge and 
power, I am well affured, that no ſecret can be eon- 
cealed from his eye, no flight put out of the reach of 
his power, no art elude his juſtice, and no confederacy 
thake his throne. So that his judgment will be ace 
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cording to truth, exact and impartial. He that cometh 
10 God muſt believe that be is, and that he is @ rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek him*.. Thoſe are firſt prin- 
ciples of all Religion, in which Chriſtianity has made 
no other alteratiop, than declaring the affairs of Pro- 
vidence in the hands of a Mediator z appointing the 
Judge and judgment day, with ſome awful circum- 
ſtances attending it, all perfectly conſiſtent with the 
natural and original kingdom of God. — This 
being ſo, we ought in worſhip to expreſs our firm be- 
lief of thoſe principles. We. muſt not content our 
{clves with an occaſional thought or floctuating notion, 
but it muſt be a ſettled opinion, a lively, affecting 
impreſſion on the ſou]. Nothing leſs will God accept, 
but what animates and warms our devotion, and be- 
comes afterward an effectual principle of conduct. 
Thou, even thou art Lord alone, thou haſt made beaven, 
the heaven of beavens with all their boſt, tbe earth and all 
things that are therein, the ſeas and all that is therein, and _ 
preſerveſt them all, and the boft of beaven worfoippeth Thee ©. 


2 ) Hope in God. In this ſinful and impertect late 
we find a ſtrange mixture of good and evil. Fu- 


turity has a dark impenetrable ſcrene before it, and 


when we look toward it, it will be with ſome ſolici- 
tude and concern. Here we have nothing naturally: 
to ſuſtain us, like the mercy and goodneſs of God. 
From this we look for protection from danger; and 
the pardon of thoſe Sins we repent of. But then as 
we are Sinners, we ſhall have reaſon to fear, as well 
as hope, becauſe God is a juſt and righteous Gover- 
nour; and puniſhment appears ſometimes as neceſſary 
as pardon z ſeverity as clemency. This muſt conſe- 
quently abate the ſtrength of our hope, and teach 
us to ſpeak with the fame uncertainty, as the men of 
Nineveh did under a ſenſe of guilt. bo can tell, 
if God will turn und repent, and turn away from his ferce 
anger, that we periſh not*? However in a ſtate of 
trial, where God exerciſes _o_ long-ſuffering and 
by Patience, 


* Heb. xi. 6. © Nehem. i * Ss. ; Dy 9. TY 
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tience, it is more reaſonable to believe, that hope 
d be greater than fear. And in cafe of fin, we 
ſhould take too much upon us to ſay, that God cannot 
recede from his right of puniſhing; and pardon the 
penitent, by virtue of his ſupreme authority and eſ- 
ſential goodneſs. Hope then being a reaſonable prin- 
ciple, we ought to exerciſe it in worſhip, and apply 
to God for ſuccour in our diſtreſſes. Now hope im- 
plies in it theſe two things, and both highly condu- 
cive to the honour of divine goodneſs, namely, ex- 
pectation, and patience What we hope for we 
expect to enjoy; conſequently that good, which is 
the object of hope muſt be poſſible and attainable. 
We cannot aſk for any mercy, either for ourſelves or 
others, but on this perſuaſion that it may be had, 
and no invincible bar in the way to it. Suppoſe 
the contrary, and we cannot pray in faith or 
hope; but ſhall ſo far find ourſelves in the ſame 
ſtate with Devils themſelves, a ſtate of deſpair . 
The other thing is patience. — When we addreſs 
' ourſelves to God for ſuccour, it becomes us to wait 
his ' pleaſure z to refer ourſelves, for the time and 
manner, to his wiſdom. F we bope for that we fee 
not, then do we with patience wait for it s. The Chrif- 
tian will obſerve with pleaſure, how he ſtands upon a 
firmer. foundation. What Reaſon makes the object of 
hope, Chriſtianity makes the ſubject of a promiſe : 
What is a deduction from natural principles, which 
the generality cannot fo readily diſcern, the Goſpel 
derives from the authority and teftimony of God, 
and a particular conſtitution of Grace in the hands 
of a Mediator, and thoſe lie obvious to the meaneſt 
capacity. Thus in devoting ourſelves: to God, 
we ſhould exalt his goodneſs by a firm dependence 
and hope. We ſhould eye this perfection in our 
wants, take faſt hold of it under our fears, and not 
let it go without a bleſſing. Tracly my Soul waiteth 
upon Gad: from him cometh my Salvation. My Soul wait 
thou only upon God: for my expettation is from * * 
1 ; C7? 5 e 5 ; | h 8 
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The Chriſtian can exeiciſe this hope with peculiar 
pleaſure, for it is the lovely repreſentation of the Goſ- 
pel ſtate, tbat God was in Chriſt reconciling - the world 
unio himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſſes unto them,” i. e. 
on their faith and repentance i. Bleſſed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Cbriſt, which according to bis 
. e mercy bath nt us "_ 10 4 lively bope *, * 


| 39 T ruſt i in God This truſt has a reſpect to the event 
of things; for though the uſe of means may be in our 

wer, ſucceſs will be always under a higher influence 
and diſpoſal. To truſt God will be a very great in- 
ſtance of our piety, as it is a reſigning ourſelves to 
the care of infinite wiſdom and power; and an ac- 
quieſcing in the will of God. In worſhip it be- 
comes us thus to reſign to the wiſdom of God. He 
is Governour of the world, and has a right to diſpoſe 
of us whether we are pleaſed with it, or not. He 
is wiſer than we are, and knows what condition is 
beſt for us. He is kind and good, and inclined to 
do what is beſt, if it be conſiſtent with his uni- 
verſal plan of happineſs. Thoſe are the Supports of 
our Truſt, and in the Exerciſe of it we give God 
great honour, 7 ruſt in the Lord with all "thine heart, 
and lean not to thine. own underfianding. In all thy my 
acknowledge him, and be ſhall direct thy 'paths\.— 
becomes us to acquieſce in the will of God on thi 
firm principle, that whatever be does is right. Should 
he appoint affliction for us, we ſhould take it in good 
part, as from the hand of his providence. We ſhould 
loſe nothing of our eſteem of his righteouſneſs, nor 
ſuffer ourſelves to doubt of his wiſdom and good- 
neſs. No hard thoughts of God ſhould harbour in 
our breaſt, nor ſhould we flacken the courſe of our 
obedience and zeal. Though he flay me yet will J truſs 
in bim®, What an Fw of ſublime Piety ! Rather 
than-accuſe God of feverity, we ſhould take an oc- 


cen from the EET event to o bring our faults 
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to remembrance to correct our fondneſs for creatures, 


and raiſe our thoughts above them. The Chriſtian 


has abundant reaſon to truſt God in this manner; a8 


he is aſſured by a moſt gracious extenſive promiſe, 
that all things hl work ka wk ne fo; RY * 


2 And laftly, The concomitant of our 85150 muſt 
be an honeſt and cheerful vbedience to the will of God. 
Holineſs is the . ſcope of all religion, and with- 
out it all our profeſſions, are vain and contemptible. 
To purſue it is the nobleſt way of glorify ing We 


to attain it the moſt lovely reſemblance of God, and 


conſequently the meaſures of God's honour and our 


happineſs here coincide. Holineſs conſiſts in ſuch 
purity and rectitude of mind, as engages us to prefer 


and love virtue, and hate the e, With ſuch 


E on we muſt come to worſh 05 God, or we 
Pro S 


ane the ſervice. Tis neceſſary in regard 
od's authority. He commands it, and will com- 
2 it, as invariably. as he loves himſelf, and 
eſteems this the united ſplendor of all his perfec- 
tions. * He is glorious in Holineſs o. »Tis neceſ- 
ſary in regard to the enjoyment of God. Wor- 
ſhip is an intercourſe with heaven ; but. what com- 


munion can an holy God have with an impure 


heart, that is nothing but a neſt of crawling luſts? 
Can a vicious perſon exalt one, whoſe very being he 
could wiſh annihilated? How love one, whoſe moral 
attributes are a direct reproach to him? How delight 
in one, whoſe almighty anger rolls in diſmal thunder 
againſt him? An unholy worſhipper, one that lives 
in any known ſin, inſults the object he pretends to 
reverence, and effectually barrs the way to the favours 
he comes to aſk. I regard iniquity. in my. heart, ibe 
Lord will not hear me v. When therefore we come to 
worſhip God, let us offer pure thoughts, virtuous af. 
fections, and holy purpoſes. It becomes us then to 
expreſs our utter abhorrence of ſin; an 1 humble. ſor- 

Rom. viii. 289. »Exod. xy. 11. 7 nl. avi. 1. 
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rom for having offended; and ſerious 2 
offending no more. Surely it is meet to be ſaid - 
God, a thing fitting and reaſonable in , bave 
born chaſtiſement I will not offend any more. That which 


DN 


do no more 4. Thus the will of God, commanding 
virtue and forbidding vice, however diſcovered to us, 
whether from the nature and relation of things, or 
the precepts of his word, ſhould be facred and vene- 
rable to us. We ſhould receive it with the pleaſure 
of truth, flowing from the eternal fountain of light 
and truth. 7 eftcem thy precepts concerning all things to 
. and ¶ hate every falſe way * 


Thoſe are the ſentiments and affections, which 


ſhould really exiſt in our minds, whilſt we are wor- 
ſhipping God. Thoſe are the exerciſes of a devout 
heart, in prayer, and praiſe. *Tis internal worſhip 3 
the religion of nature; the homage of a Rational 
Creature, and the worſhip of the Goſpel too in ſpirit 
and truth. The object is the ſame, the virtues of the 
mind the fame: only by the conſtitution of the Goſ- 


pel, we are to direct our worſhip to God in the name, 


and through the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt to im- 
plore the aids of that Spirit, which belpeth our infirmi- 


ties; and to look to the glorious hope, which is ſet i 


before us, to animate, and warm our devotions. 
Fervent in ſpirit ſerving the Lord t. 


This is internal Worſhip, the devotion of the mind, 


which God principally regards, and without which 
the moſt coſtly and pompous ſervices are of no fig- 
nification or value. This is conſequently that which 


ſhould principally engage our attention and zeal. 
However give me leave to obſerve, that external 


worſhip muſt not be neglected, becauſe this is alſo 
neceſſary in proportion to its uſe and end, namely, to 
teſtify our own piety, in ſociety with others; as alſo 
- -W Excite and animate theirs, Publick honours are 
due 
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Aue to te Dit, which cahmor be paid wilt ſome 
exrernal Accs. 

5 7” us theſe extertnal acts ate epnifideted. as 
tokens of our inward piety viz." flanding 
8 and occafichally lifting up the eyes 40 
hands to heaven. —— Kneelin uncovered, and. occa- 
fionaſly Akting u 5 the eyes and hands to heaven 
Profiterion.” en either of thoſe ate uſed in a 
ſerious, Gelen manner, without any trifling or the- 
atrical airs, we expreſs 8 a proper manner our inward 
devotion, © and beyond that oily geſtures. are not 
necefflry. To apy or diverſify them without 
neceſity may prove of dangerous cotifequence' to real 
Religion, as it brings it too much under the power of 
ſenſe, 2 10 may lead men to. miſtake the fadow för 
the ſubſtance, and to put God off with Pomp and 
ceremony, iaſtead of true devotion. * 

It ſhould moderate à Teal, in ene upon the 
conſciences 5 others one particular mode and faſhion 
of external Worgnp, to conſider —— That it is not 
in the feaſt heceflary on God's account; but our own, 
And theretbre if we atctibure to it a greater efficacy 
or fandtity, in this view, as If ir was an, obli igation 
upon „ we quite miſtake the 'caſe. He wants no 
ſuch Srifications of our piety, being perfectly ac- 
quaiared With out moral temper; bur in compliance 
With the Healcgeſs and im perfection of our Preſent 
ſkate, He . it, 85 a teſtimony of out piety, to 
one noch ef, "The moſt _ pompous and magni cent 
ſhews of pity, unlefs they are accompanied with Juſt 
ſentiments, and animated with proper affections, are 
too mean for di vine acceptance, whatever opinion we 
| may have of them, We muſt not think, that God 
is belt pleaſed, with what we are moſt pleaſed. 
Under this wrong notion, it will be ea a . to | ke 
our own - imaginations to the worſhip. of God, and 
debaſe a reaſonable ſervice into a bodily exerciſe which. 
Pn Unie v. — - It thould bs conſidered, that a 
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conſtitution of worſhip, which conſiſted of many ex- 
ternal rites and ceremonies, and which God himſelf 
appointed in the Jewiſh Church, was repealed to 
make way for the more ſpiritual and rational worſhip 
of the Goſpel. The haur cometh, ſaid the Saviour, 
who ſpoke as one having authority, and now is, under 
the Goſpel: diſpenſation, when ihe true Worſbippers ſhall 
worſhip the Father in ſpirit and truth, for ibe Father 
fſeeketh ſuch ta worſhip him*, The worſhip of the Goſpel 
has the characters of plainneſs and ſimplicity in it, 
more than any other inſtitution. It is freer from po- 
ſitive and ceremonious rites, and for that reaſon more 
adapted to the nature and dignity of the object. God 
is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip bim 
in ſpirit and truthy. From which paſſage of our Sa- 
viours it is clear, that that is the beſt worſhip which 

zs founded in the nature of God; in juſt conceptions 
of him as a pure and perfect mind. Again the 

. diverſifying and impoſing external worſhip has been 
the ground both of ſuperſtition and perſecution in all 
ages. This has ſhaded the real beauties of Religion. 
This has embittered men's ſpirits one againſt another, 
occaſioned, penal laws, forfeitures, impriſonments, and 
even murder, inconſiſtent with religion, and all hu- 
manity. How evident are thoſe things in the Romiſh 
Church? What a burden of rites and ceremonies has 
ſhe introduced, heavier than the Jewiſh yoke ? What 
an inſipid repetition of Ave Maries and Pater Noſters ? 
What a trifling parade of different poſtures, habits, 
and decorations ? Nay, they have not only corrupted 
external worſhip to ſuperſtition, but idolatry, con- 
trary to the expreſs Jetter of the Second Command- 
ment*. Reflections of this nature are proper, to 
22888 e eee 
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e © Publick Worſhip, 
temper a Zeal for particular modes of external wor- 
ſhip, and turn it to that, which is of more impor- 


them, nor ſerwe them. &c. Exod. xx. 4, 5. Yau Ball make you 


no Idol, nor grawven image, neither rear you up a flanding image, 


neither foall ye ſet up any image of flone in your land to Bow Down 
unto . Tak cat I. 8 think it impoſſible to — 
the meaning of thoſe paſſages, or the nature of the Sin condemn 

in them. And yet the Papiſts, as if there were no ſuch paſſages, 
have preſumed to introduce images and pictures, the liteneſſes of 
things, into their books and places of devotion; and bow down to 
them. This geſture of bowing down, was an expreſſion of ada- 
ration, and therefore this, or any other ſignification of reſpect, 
which the cuſtom or conſent of men hath appropriated to Religion, 
muſt be ue forbidden, and unlawful to be uſed before any 
other object, but God. Bowing down (in a place dedicated to the 
worſhip of God, and where men are aſſembled for that purpoſe) 
before any object of ſenſe, muſt likewiſe be forbidden. God is 
ſo jealous of his honour, that he will not permit the ſame external 


= 


ſign, by which he is adored, to be offered to any ſenſible object, 


in the ſame place with himſelf. And therefore their bowing down, 


at the elevation of the Hoſt, a ſenſible object, or before images, 
is a real act of idolatry. We bow to a Prince, and kneel to a 
King. The external act is the ſame. as in adoration, but not being 
done in a place of worſhip, or in an aſſembly met for religious 
purpoſes, it is interpreted no other, and can bare no other mean- 
ing, than a piece of civil reſpe& and loyalty. Where the outward 
action is the ſame, tis only the difference of the place, and the 
different ends of the aſſembly, which can enable by-ſtanders to diſ - 
tinguiſh between loyalty and idolatry.—— In defence of themſelves 
the Papiſts would take the advantage of ſome diſtinctions, via 
1.) They ſay there is a fm Ape and que, 
the firſt they appropriate to God and call wonſbip, the ſecond they 
apply to creatures and call /erwice. But the Scriptures make no 
ſych diſtinction. In thoſe, and prophane authors, the nouns and 
verbs are uſed promiſcuouſly one for another, In the following 


po the doulia is uſed of the divine Being, Deut. xiii. 4.— 
Ui 


. ü. 7. —— 1 Sam. ii. 3. ib. xii. 10. — Matt. vi. 24. — 
I Theſſ. i. 9. Acts xx. 19. On the other hand the /atria is 
applied to creatures, Lev. xxiii. 7. 8. 21. —— Deut. xxviii. 48. 
—— Rom. i. 25. Serrarius owns ingenuouſly, that there is the 
ſame virtue of religion in both. in Litan. 2. f. 27. — 2.) They 
diſtinguiſh between ab/olute and relative worlhip. They ſay, 
they reverence for inftance the Saints, with inferior honour, as be-. 


longing to God, and on account of their gifts received from Him. 


So ſay the Heathens for their worſhip of the Sun, Moon, and 
Stars, &c, They deified many things in conſideration” of the be- 
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* of God; encourage the vir- 
tues of a good life; raiſe the aſſſicted, and ſupport all 

our good purpoſes, and therefore well deferves the 

countenance of our example. So much for the na- 

ture of Religious Worſhip. The length to which 1 

have been carried will not T hope be thought impro- 
er, on a ſubject of ſuch e and which de- 

flerves to be univerſally underſtood, as an act and exer- 
ciſe of the mind. I proceed e 


| II. .. To prove the equity and reaſonableneſs of 
= P 9 y | 


Worſhip in general; and of Publick Worſhip in par- 
ticular. Some in all ages have been ready to queſtion 
nefit derived from them. Utilitatum igitur magnitudine. eonflituti 
funt ii Dii, qui utiſitates qua/que gignebant. And this they ulti- 


mately referred to God; becauſe whatever was of great advantage 


to mankind muſt proceed from the divine goodneſs. icquid 
enim magnam utilitatem generi afferet humano, id non fine Divina 
Bonitate erga hamines. fieri erhitrabantur —— Quarum omnium re- 

rum quia vis erat tauta, ut fine Deo regi non pelſæt, ipſa res 
Decorum nomen ahtinuit. Cic. de Nat. Deor. H. 23. 24. And yet 
the Scriptures every where charge them with idolatry, and will. 
maintain the honours of the Neity- inviclable. I am tb Lord, 
that is my name, and my glory will I mt give to another, neither 


* * 
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ſonable vindication of Religion, to ſhew this part of 


it a reaſonable ſervice d. That to worſhip God is not the 


contrivance of artful men, or an arbitrary conſtitution; 
but founded in the perſections of God, the obligations: 
He has laid upon 8 and our neceſſary dependance? 
Thar it refults from the immutable principles of juſtice” 


and gratitude. Principles which riſe our of the law 


of Nature; a law the earlieſt we were under, and 
which every man carries ſome inſtitutes of in his own 
breaſt ; thoſe principles, I ſay, loſe not their obliga-- 
tion, by men's uniting into ſocieties ; but rather receive 
additional force from a general influence and encou- 
ragement.* N. perſons bring with them i inte 8. 
ciety natural principles, © aid the it would. be of 
ule to conſider — as che haſis of civil and religious 


conſtitutions. And when things appear in this light, 


there will be the leſs room for prejudice and evaſſon. 
1 obli e of the _ Oo under” conſideration. 
ar 3 $34 þ 
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e If we conſider ch. Nature and Perf 1 
of God, it muſt appear a juſt and reaſonable duty to 


worſhip Him. I fhall- "confine myſelf. here to theſe. | 


particulars, namely, 


His tranſcendant Excellency and e. 
ths 122 dominion and 


* 1 5 * 


1 og Ee 


1. His ES 3 nk . Wear are 
not to conceive of this as a ſingle 1 but a re- 
fulgeney derived from all the reſt; the united glory 
of every Perfection. And what an Idea of dignity 


muſt this raiſe in us, if * of any reflee- 


nr. 
ben. 15. Mal. iii. 2 * b Rom. na. W 
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tions? On view of any object about us, of ſome con- 
ſiderable magnitude or extenſion, we are ſtruck with 
admiration. The mind grows, and enlarges itſelf, 
whilſt it beholds ; but the pleaſure ſoon ends, becauſe 
the object is finite, and the more capacious mind ſur- 
rounds and comprehends it. God is an object too great 
for the mind to reach. He has every excellency we 
can imagine, and in ſuch extent and perfection as we 
cannot imagine. Is not this an Object moſt worthy 
our eſteem and admiration? Here is a Nature not to 
be circumſcribed by time or place: Attributes not to 
be ſcanned by our finite meaſures and compariſons. 
And is not this an Object adorable? When we look 
upon ſmall portions of his Wiſdom in the creation, we 
find ourſelves almoſt irreſiſtably moved to admire 
them. And is there no honour, no praiſe due to the 
Author, to the inexhauſted fountain of wiſdom. We 
think ĩt decent, and acting agreeable to the truth and 
worth of things to pay reſpect to a ſuperior character 
amongſt men. But what are the greateſt Monarchs, 
or the ſageſt Philoſophers, or the wiſeſt Lawgivers, 
tho' the delight of mankind, when compared with an 
infinite underſtanding, an omnipotent power, a bound- 
leſs goodneſs, a mätchleſs wiſdom? Incomprehenſible 
Grandeur! We ſhall not act according to Truth, 
which is juſt; nor ourſelves, on all other occaſions, 
which is natural, if ſuch excellency and magnifteence 
of Being do not render us devout in praiſe. Great is 
tbe Tord and greatly to be praiſed. © 
2.) His ſupreme dominion and Providence; This Prin- 
ciple is the great ſupport of Piety, and in all reaſon 
ſhould be the ſubject of its gratitude. Tis eaſy in its 
notion ; delightful in its application : the comfort of 
the virtuous, the hope of the afflicted, the joy of the 
whole earth. The Lord reigneth, let the earth rejoice; 
let the multitude of the ifles-be glad thereof . This doc- 
trine of Providence was evident to the Heathen world, 
and conſidered by their wiſe men not only as the 
0 ground 


— 
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ground of Piety and Prayer; but of the great virtues 

of ſociety . However I beg leave to explain it, to 
prevent any miſconceptions about it, - detrimental to 
Religion. Providence is either general or particular. 
God's general providence is bis eſtabliſhing and ſuſtain- 
ing a conſtitution of things, ſubject to certain laws; 
in which a connection is ſettled between cauſe and ef- 
fect; every part has its determinate force, and the 
whole ſyſtem exquiſitely adjuſted to produce beauty, 
order, and happineſs. When = glories of di- 
vine wiſdom and power ſhine ſo bright in the whole 
frame of Nature, What an invitation is this to magnify 
and adore the Author. When ſuch benign. influences 
are daily and hourly derived to us; ſuch delightful 
ſcenes are laid out for us, how muſt our minds be ali- 
enated from wiſe and virtuous. reflections, if we have 
no praiſe to offer, if we diſcover no indications of a 
grateful mind? Benefits received, and thankſgivings 
returned, ought to be as inviolably connected in the 
morah world, as cauſe and effect in the natural. 
..» God's. particular providence is his directing events, and 
even producing new ones by his immediate influence. 
And this extends both to the nau and moral world. 
In thè. natural world, notwithſtanding the eſta- 
bliſhing general laws, as before; yet it is reaſonable 
to ſuppoſe that the Creator-ſhould. be able on all occa- 
ſion to ſuſpend any of thoſe laws, as in the caſe of 
miracles.” Tis equally reaſonable to ſuppoſe” that he 


. 


en or weaken their force; compound or ſeparate their, _ 
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© Sin autem Dii neque poſſunt juvare, neque volant ; nec omino 
curant; nec, quid agamus, animadyertunt; nec eſt quod ab his ho- 
minum vitam permanare poſſit: quid eſt, quod ullos-Diis immorta - 
libus cultus, honores, preces adhibeamus ? In ſpecie autem fictae fi- | 
mulationis, ficut reliquae virtutes, ita Pietas ineſſe non poteſt, cum 
qua ſimul et ſanctitatem, et religionem tolli neceſſe eſt: quibus ſub- 
latis perturbatio vitae ſequitur, et magna confuſio. Atque haud ſcio, 
an pietate adverſus Deos ſublata, fides etiam, et ſocietas humani ge- 
neris, et una excellentiſſima virtus, Juſtitia, tollatuir. 

eee, ens Lic. de Nat. Deor, 1, 2. 
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influence; and thereby g ive a different Reaſon or mo- 
ment to events. Thus * can direct the winds, the 
rain, and heat in ſuch different ſeaſons and propor- 

tions, as to affect the common bleſſings of Life. Hire 
and hail, Snoto and vapour, and ftormy winds fulfilling bis 
word*, '' We fee human kill can produce ſurprizing 
effects by natural cauſes ; and ſhall we aſcribe leſs effi- 
cacy to divine wiſdom.— In the moral world, Provi- 
dence apy tr on its defighs by impreſſions on 
the mind. ow without any heſitation, that one 
friend can change the views and ſettled purpoſes of 
another; 'by offering proper arguments to his conſi- 
deration, without deſtroying his moral agency. And 
iv it leſs reaſonable to admit this of the Father of ſpi- 

rits? Of one who knows our frame, and the ſprings 
by which we are moved. Who knows what abjetts 
of hope or fear; of intereſt or danger are proper, and 
when, to influence us. Men are capable of doing much 
good of burt to one another; and therefore in ſuch 
a way, they may be made the immediate inſtruments 
of "Providence; fo as to affect the intereſts of private 


dolioy +. life ; to raiſe up, or pull down; to fave or 
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leave Heede the ſation of this ſubject: 

Be . perſon going along the ſtreet, and an houſe ſhould fall: 
down zjuſt as he had paſſed it. He might very juſtly and e 
thank God f or his: preſervation from that eminent danger: For, ad- 
mitting the h6uſe to fall according to ſertled laws of decay; and that 

it:comll Mot have fallen fooner or later than that very moment, in 

which all Jes! principal connections gave way: yet the man, 

wes 7 might have met way ſome remora or interuption before he 


2 115 PREP of danger. A F LE for in 77 8. 7 5 — 
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him juſt to his — arent ela 
— eh. eg pede 4 n rendered co. ons ent with the fl 


of that — and its ruin proved fatal to him. He has reaſon 
therefore to thank God, that no ſuch impediment came in his way, 


and that he was vp? kindl to direct and number his ft eps. Iam, 
ul reſtraints, preventions, and deliverances 


are produced ery day by. +3 ſecxet and inviſible touches of a di- 
vine hand. 115 2 as it is reaſonable in notion, ſo it is more encour- 
ging in ractiee, to commit ourſelves every day to the tuition and 


care of Providence, than to walk up and down the world ſurrounded 
with a dark and dreadful Fatality. 
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tional, and extenſive notion of God's immediate in- 
fluence on the Natural and Moral world, and lays a 
firm foundation for prayer, füubmiſſion, and depend- 
ance; an honour ſtrictly due to the ſovereign diſpoſer £ 
of all events. Since all our intereſts are abſolutely in 
God's hands, and he can inereaſe, or leſſen them as he 
ſees fitting; ſhould we not carry it with equal reſpect 
to him, as to a friend, on whom we depend for lefſer 
thing $9 Should we not repreſent our wants in an hum- 
ble manner, and aſk counſel in every difficult circum- 
ſtance ? Should we not beſeech him to direct our af- 
fairs in a free and eaſy courſe ; and enrich them with 
his ſecret bleſſing? We are expoſed to innumerable 
temptations and dangers, which many times come 
upon us unobſerved. Should we not continually im- 

ore his protection, who can enſure our comfort and 
ſafery? We many times come into diſtreſs, and as our 
paſſions are moved, fo are we likely to feel its weight, 


and preſſure. Is it not becoming then to look up, 


and acknowledge the divine permiſſion ; and aſk the' 
aids of ' fortitude, patience, and reſignation. - Since 


finally, *tis-ſo eaſy for him to croſs our purpoſes, and 


blaſt our faireſt hopes; ſhould we not - keep” ourſelves 
in the love of God h, and by prayer cheriſh every vir- 
ruous diſpoſition ? Thus we ſhould by prayer and ſup- 
plication give God the honour of our dependance, and 
we-ſhall feel the pleaſure of a good confidence and hope. 
Here then is à rational ground of prayer, which is as 
proper an acknowledgment of the ſovereignty and 
ſufficiency of God; oh reſpect to our future wants; as 
rv. per is * 'his OR, with 7 to former 


W 
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3.) Diffubu hes and goodneſs . is another indiſputable; 
reaſon for the worſhip of God. Thoſe. innumerable» 


bleſſings we receive, call for ſome requital; but as we 
can beſtow no benefit upon God, the leaſt expected 
from us is to be thankful; to extol, and 5 his 
un God has * us among the crea. 

tures, 
Jude 21. | | 


26 The Nature, Qbliggton, &c. 
tures, by ranking us in the ſcale of intelligent beings, 
and furniſhing us with excellent powers. Such powers 

as enable us to reflect upon the pleaſures of exiſtenee; 
to view the beauty and order, and ends of things; to 
diſcern the differences of truth and error, good and 
evil, virtue and vice, and refer them to the plan of 

perſonal happineſs. Such excellence as is a divine fay, 
the image of our Creator, the ſeal of his propriety. in 

us, ſo that we cannot alienate - ourſelves: from him, 

without doing what is unnatural, as well as, ungrateful. 

God has placed us here at the head of the creation z 
made us wiſer than the fowls of the air, and heaſts of 

the field, and therefore expects a nobler tribute from 

us, than them. They praiſe him indeed paſſi vely, as 

they are dumb repreſentations of his divine fall, but 

men ſhould render that praiſe vocal, and reflect the 
glories of creation back to the Creator in the hamage 
af gratitude and admiration, *Twould; be: endleſs to 

recount. the mercies of God. That we have: quiet ha- 
bitation amidſt men's contending paſſions and purſuits 3 
that we breathe wholſome air, have food nouriſh us, 

friends to comfort us, conveniences to raiſe us above 

want z ſucceſs, credit, and . KR (751 fg Dean 

tages are all from God. We aſeribe them to ſecond 
cauſes, but when we come to: examine things more 

nicely and exactly, we ſhall find: they depend upon ſo: 
many things out of our poher v that Coch muſt be ac- 
knowledged and adpred in all ur enjoy ments. 
The Chriſtian has nobler mercies to excite his grati- 
tude, even unſearchable riches of grate.: What thanks 
art due for the light, that has irradiated the moſt 
important truths; the love, that ſent a kind inſtructor 
and Saviour; the life of immortality, that is deſigned to 
perfect our virtue and happineR,. To be wiehin the dif- 
covery and offer of thoſe bleſſings, is an invaluable bleſ- 
ſing z: but to be. intereſted in them, to have this light 
ſhine into us; this love to impreſs us; this: Life to ani- 
mate our hopes, is a joy inexpreſpMle and full of glory? 3 ſome- 
thing of heaven on earth. What cteatutes muſt we be, if 
; 5 we 
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ve live one day after another inſenſible of ſo much 


neſs? How worſe than brutes, to ſtifle all ſenti- 
ments of gratitude, and reſtrain Prayer an be- 
fore God ? They ſhew ſomething like gratitude for 
human care. The ox knoweth his owner, and the aſs 
his maſer's crib is Heaven and Earth muſt Teſtify 
their bhorrence of our ingratitude, if we refdſe to 


worſhip the God of our mercies. 


Thin conkdering what'God is in himtelkz and hob 
he ſtands related to us, we ſhall find ourſelves indiſ- 


penſibly obliged to worſhip Him. I we refuſe this 


ſo reaſonable a ſervice, we egal not act according to 

nor give him the glery due te 
his name. The ſame obligation will reſult from a 
view of our own nature and condition; Phich 1 is the 
next t to be conſidered, - 
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Lord, I have 1 the habitation" of thy 
houſe, and the place where thine honour 
dwelleth --- Gather er not my Soul with 
Sinners, nor my Life I bloody 


Men. In ſs bands is miſchief, 
and Hi, right hand i 16 iy Y Bribes. 


unneceſſary ſervices : yet ſome-in'themſelves are 
excellent and noble, and afford! fo divine a plea- 
ſure, that barely torepreſent them, one would think, 


R. LI 61 0 N erer calle" us to any 2 or 
O 


ſhould be ſufficient to recommend them. The wor- 


ſhip of God is of this nature. A ſervice that is both 
our intereſt and honour; which, at the ſame time it 
employs the mind, improves and enlarges it. This 


is the duty I am recommending from this paſſage, in 
the * method. 


. 9 


* e 
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> of Publick Work. 10 


| J. 2 To an, the nature of reins worſhip in 
[meſo 
II. 5 0 prove the equity and reaſonableneſs of 1 
especially in a public manner. 
III. _ nate ſame uſe Js reflelions on * whole, 


— 


[| J have conſidered the nature of religious 


Worſhip. i in general, and ſhewn that it conſiſts in 
| thoſe ſentiments and affections of ſoul, which we ex- 


preſs in - Adpration, viz, the higheſt eſteem and 
veneration of God . . . Thankſgiving and praiſe... . 
Love . . . Reverence and godly fear Devotedneſs, 
viz. Faith in Gd... Hope. Truſt ... Profeſ- 


ions of an honeſt and chearful obedience. This is the 
roper worſhip of a rational creature, and fit to bo 


offered to a ſpiritual nature. But then tho? this is to 
be principally regarded; yet external worſhip ought 


not to be neglected, becauſe we muſt teſtify to others 


our piety; excite and animate theirs by our example. 
The other is the weightier matter, but this ought not 
to be left undone. Neceſſary it is, for the reaſons a- 
bove mentioned; but not neceſſary i in one particular. 
mode or faſhion. 


AL 2 1 propoſed i in the next place to prove the 
equity and reaſonableneſs of it, eſpecially in a publick 
manner. And ſo far I have gone in the proof, as to 
ſhew, that it reſults from the nature and perfections of 
God . . His tranſcendant excellency and greatneſs. 
. His ſupreme dominion and providence . . , His 
diffuſive goodneſs and bounty. proceed 


-Miiihias v To deduce the Gadd obligation from an- 
other ſource, namely, the nature and condition of man, If 
the reaſoning under this head ſhould, in ſome thoughts, 
run into that of the former, it "ll ſhew, I hope, a 
more natural connection between both; and offer this 

| | | plcaling 
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pleaſing affecting truth, that the meaſures of God's 


glory, and our "happineſs are inſeparable from one a- 
nother. 


That it is our duty to wg God, will 
appear, if we conſider man 8 


A. 18 rational creature... e 

As a weak depending creature, 

.< an offending credpare. „„ 

4% L tes confider man as a AB e In 

this view he appears capable of ſuch a ſervice ; has an 
underſtanding to form thoſe ſentiments worthy of 
God; an heart to cherifh and warm thoſe EIS 
To make them vocal. From the ca 
the Philoſophers have inferred with good reaſon 
the obligation. They ſu uppo poſed the viſible univerſe 
the tern poll 'of God. and man placed in it to N. 
for himfelf and other creatures, the ecual 1 
of praiſe and adoration, *« For this end, tho*'raiſed 
«© from the duſt, he was made with a 'fofty erect 
«countenance, that viewing the heavens he might 
« diſcover the exiſtence of the ſupreme author: that in 
e the exerciſe &f his reaſon he might infer the end 


hy te was placed here, not meerly as a dweller 


but a devout  ſpeRtator of ſuperior divine things: 
„ that this was his peculiar province, ſince no 
«creature was capable of it but himſe}f*.” Man, 
no doubt, was made for ſome end. And what can 
we deviſe more noble and excellent, than to diſtover 
the great ſauree of — and celebrate his perfection 
ſo wonderfully diſplayed in the A ge even his eter- 
nal power and godbead®. be the nobleſt ex- 
erciſe of our faculties, as it is doing honour to Him 
that gave them, and — ſuſtains them; and as by 
Ar;  irquent 
* Gu eos ings excitatos. celſos et erecios conſtituit, ut 
deopym. cognitionem, coelum intuentes, capere poſſent. Sunt Say 
e terra hamunes non ut incolae, atque habitatores, ſed quaſi ſp 


res ſuperarum rerum, atque — uarum e ad al. 
* gud genus animantim ? 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. ii. 50 6. 
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that men would praiſe the Lord: for nn 11 


- of. Publick Nonſbidß. 31 
frequent ET this amiable objec; and re- 
peated acts of gratitude directed towards it, we take 
the reſemblance, and grow. pry to chriſtian perfection. 
Be ye therefore perſelꝭ, as ather, which is in 
is gerfes . The 2 abbut us all anſwer the 
— their beings. The ſun ſhines, b har "ig 
the year turns round, through all its a 
tudes, according to the ordinance of Ga 5 
and harvest, 4096: and beat. emer and winter, day and 
right neuer neuen ceaſe l. And ſſnall man pre ſume to ddviate' 
from his ſphere, and refuſe the honours of his Malter? 
Shall he remain ſilent, when all the creatures offer per- 
petual motives to praiſe? His glory ſhines in the hea» 
vens; *r. goodneſs riſes up in all the productiens ofi 
nature, and ſhould not man bleſs the Lord, the origi- 
nal tietor, and great Benefactor? Should not 
man worſhip. God, when the invitation is ſo: general; 
and the — ſo perſonal; when evety creature 
ſeems to inculcate his duty in this divine language, O 


wanderful works io the children of men . 


2. ) lune o wrak depending creature; n 
ly will be prompted to lean ſomewhere. But where 
can he do it with ſo much reaſon and expectation as 
upon God? Not to own our indigence, mutt ſie e that 
we are great ſtrangers to ourſelves. Numerous are the 
evils and diſtreſſes, which encompaſs the paths of life. 
Thoſe that are at a diſtance we cannot always foreſeeſ and 
thoſe that are near we cannot always prevent, or remedy. 
Ardent wiſhes, craving deſires perpetually riſe up with- 
in us, which we cannot ſatisfy ; an unexpected diffi. 
culty intervenes and prevents enjoyment. From ſucha 
condition of being, nothing can be more evident than 
this, that man is not ſufficient for his own happineſs. And 
where ſhall he look for ſuccour? If to man; he is e. 
qually imperfect with himſelf. By uniting into ſocie- 
ties, we ſecure; ourſelves pretty well againſt the vio- 
lent and lawleſs. Paſſions of others; but not againſt. 

natural 
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thoſe of a wiſe and gracious. providence, Hap- 


dwell _ the painful thought; go on 70 fin, to fear 
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natural imperfections. Look where we 8 we 
cannot find any ſupports of this frail life equal to/ 


— 


py for us that we are under the care of heaven; 
and can aſk of God aids and 'comforts ſuperior to 
every difficulty. He can certainly dio more for us 
than we can aſk or think*, and he can — do 
more againſt us than we can poſſibly fear. In 
all reaſon therefore we ought to make him our 
friend, in whom we ſhall 1 a kind, conſtant, and 
all- ſufficient friend: One who will never deſert Aanxt 
who do not firſt defert him, and themſelves. -To- 


own God what he is, able and willing to help us, 


muſt be our duty, and conſequently we ought to pray 
unto him. Prayer is no other than the langua age of 
our indigence, and an acknowledgment of God's all. 
ſufficiency, and ſhall we refuſe this homage? It is 
an acknowledgment that we expect, he ſfiould, in 
our caſe, act agreeable to the connection he has eſta-: 
bliſhed between his favour and virtue; between holi- 
neſs fand happineſs, and is not the giving him the 
glory due to his wiſdom and goodneſs in ſuch appoint- 
ments? Prayer therefore, which is ſo conſiderable a 
rt of worſhip, 1 is our duty, and the exhortation ta 


it ĩs founded in the reaſon and fitneſs of things: in eve- 


ry thing by prayer and ſupplication, with — 4 _ 
* 2 20 nn 0 03 223 5 7 

92 Mun i is an n — 3 and every ſeri rious 
recollection of this nature muſt deject and terrify; A 
fear of puniſhment follows a ſenſe of guilt, as conſtant- 
ly as the ſhadow follows the ſubſtance. The awaken-' 
ed ſoul will be caſt down at the view of its own ſin- 
fulneſs; its peace will be diſconcerted, and its expec- 
tations dreadful. Mien of all countries and ages have 
felt the pain and power of natural conſcience; and” 
therefore it cannot be the effect of inſtitution only.— 
Now what muſt a ſinner do in ſuch a caſe, muſt he 


and 
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and deſpair ?— No a gleam of hope iſſues from the 
divine mercy and patience. Men hope there is ſome 
method of being reconciled to God, and reſtoring the 
ce of their minds. They have generally been 
miſtaken in the way, and invented the various rites of 
ſuperſtition for this end. But thoſe things have only 
palliated the caſe, and deceived the conſcience. The 
moſt likely method of obtaining divine favour is by a 
ſincere repentance and amendment; a broken ſpirit and 
a contrite heart are ſacrifices > moſt likely to be acceptable 


to God. What reaſon ſhews to be probable ; Chriſtianity 
offers as certain. This was the doctrine, repentance and 


remiſſion of ſins, that was to be preached in Chriſt*s name a- 
mong all nations i. A mind conſcious of ſin ought 
to humble itſelf before God, and by a full confeſſion of 
it to give him glory k: the glory of his omniſcience, 

wer, holineſs, and infinite hatred of fin. Penitency 
in ſuch a light is a real inſtance of filial awe, and pious 


reverence; and a proper act of religious worſhip. The 
penitent ſinner lays himſelf proſtrate at the feet of for- 


giving mercy ; pouring out there the ſorrows of his ſoul ; 
acknowledging the demerit of his fin; imploring for- 
giveneſs, and folemnly promiſing to offend no more. 
This is a thing meet and reaſonable in itſelf, and the 
Juſt homage of a ſinful creature returning to the favour 


of God. In this way his infinite purity is honoured,: 


and adored; as truly as his goodneſs, by our praiſes. 
This added to all the former reaſons for the worſhip 


of God (unleſs we think we can live without fin) con- 


firms the obligation; and leaves no room to evade fo. 
important, and immutable a principle. 

Thus much to prove the equity and obligation of 
worſhip in general. The ſame reaſoning may be ap- 
plied, to private or publick occaſions. In either caſe. 


the nature of worſhip will be the ſame ; and the ſame: 
ſentiments and affections ſhould; riſe up in the mind. 


p « — 4 6 f , * r « 
There will therefore be leſs need to enlarge on the 
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However give me leave to offer a e thoughts in 
ſupport of it, on the principles of os Juſtice, gra- 
i titude, and benevolence. | 


FirsT'3 Publick Worſhip i⸗ necafſary to i 
* notion of God in the world, We are too apt to 
forget him both from the cares and vanities of life; 
and our many engagements, more agreeable to animal 
nature. Thoſe who are enſlaved by their luſts will 
avoid thoughts of him, and all occaſions which 
lead to them, that they might have as litile interrup- 
tion and diſturbance, as poſſible, in their way. At 
length by ſuch an affected diſuſe, their temper becomes 
ſtupid and atheiſtical; God is not in all their thoughts \; 
By aſſembling ourſelves together in a publick. manner, 
and confeſſing him before men. we keep up a good 
face of religion, and proclaim to alb the world that 
there is a God, worthy of our. hight :honour and ve- 
neration. The ſeeing perſons guiog, and coming 
from places of worlhip, ith be Ss, Ma reproof ta 
thoſe who neglect it. And pefchigmaf 5. raiſe in them 
a train of thoughts, as might induee them to an imi: 
tation. The light of this goodwork! may ſhine, and 
flaſn upon the dark, inſenſible heart and even diſpoſe 
it to own and glorify God in the ſame manner. So 
far then as we neglect this duty, we are wanting to 
ſupport the firſt principle of all religion, the being of 
| God. And do we conſider what the conſequence: of 
this muſt be? Once a ſenſr of God is baniſhed: from. 
the world, the moſt ſacred ties, the firmeſt bands of 
ſociety, muſt be weakened. - The authority of con- 
ſcience; the obligations of oaths 3 the horrors of guilt 
muſt loſe e on ee force. And therefore vhen 
men are proſecuted for capital crimes, it is juſtly ſi 
poſed — — that bey lad not leger of 
God before their Eyes. If chen i it is our duty to ; 
a ſe of God in _ world, it muſt be our duty to 
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promote "ſo natubd! #'tteats of ſupporting it, as üb- 
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turul tendency" to promote a virtuous mind, and fo far 


it muſt conduce to an eaſy and uſeful life. By frequent 


approaches to God, an awe of Him, and ſubmiſſion 


to Him will become familiar to us. The conſtant 
acknowledgment of his authority, in thoſe places, will 
go with us out of them, and will be likely to remain 


with us a powerful reſtraint on many dangerous occa- 


ſions: for it muſt appear a ſhocking abſurdity to ho- 
nour him here, and offend him every where elſe. 
So, again, in adoring God it is our duty to ap- 
proach him with humility, meekneß, and ſubmiſſion, 
which are all virtues of peace. And it is reaſonable 
to think, that by exercifing them in 'the Church to- 
wards God, we ſhall be more ready to practiſe them 


in the world towards men. This would be no other 


than to make our character conſiſtent, and uniformly 
virtuous. If then a virtuous mind is the right temper _ 

for the worſhip of God, it muſt conſequently be pro- 
moted by it, and prepare us to enter every relation 
and office of life with advantage, till we come to prac- 
tice, what we pray for under civil government, 4 
peactalle and quiet life in all godlineſs and honefly n. 


TarirDLY 3 Benevolence ſhould alſo lead us to public 
exerciſes of religion. Man is a creature formed by na- 
ture for mutual converſe, and furniſhed with kind pro- 
penſions and affections, which incline him to wiſh well 


to his fellow- creatures; and conſequently he will un- 


avoidably intereſt himſelf in publick happineſs. The 


very ſame principles will carry him to ſupport publick 


devotions, as a means to promote univerſal virtue and 
publick good. Men unite in ſociety to guard againſt na- 


turalevilz from the ſame motives they ſhould unite In - 


religious ſocieties, for preventing moral evil. Afi 
we find in the moſt antient Hiſtory we have, that 
| * „F. E | their 


= 1 Tim. ii. 2, 


36 The Nature, Obligation &c. | 
their aſſociation for the worſhip of God was earlier 
than upon any civil account, Then began men to call 
upon the name of the Lord n. When many hearts are 
united, and many hands are lifted up, God is the 
more magnified. The number of the worſhippers ex- 
alts the praiſe, and encourages the hope of a ſure pro- 
tection. When David propoſed the moſt ſolemn act 
of gratitude, it was in the great congregation 9.— Many 
concurring in the fame work, will naturally inſpire 
each other with confidence and hope; excite more 
lively affections and devout thoughts: ſo readily flame 
communicates itſelf to flame. Let us thus conſult 
eur own breaſts, and we ſhall find a prompter to wor- 
ſhip, from the love we bare to others. Foraſmuch as 
they are the offspring of God b, as well as ourſelves z as 
they are encompaſſed with the fame. infirmities and 
dangers, we would lead them to the ſame ſupports, 
encourage them in the ſame goodneſs and protection 

and in their proſperity find a-good ſhare of our own. 


FovrTHLY ; Publick Worſhip is neceſſary to zeftify 
our national gratitude and dependance, There are bleſſings 
adapted to ſocieties, as well as private perſons ; and 
certainly thoſe that have a general influence require a 
publick acknowledgment. Such are the preſervation 
of peace and order amidſt ſo many contending inter- 
eſts ; the reſtraints of violent and unruly paſſions; the 
interweaving men's perſonal intereſt and ſafety with 
the obſervance of laws; the ſending good Princes, 
who have no deſire of power, but what is legal, no 
ambition of glory, but what reſults from the eaſe and 
proſperity of their ſubjects; the raiſing up true Pa- 
triots in times of publick danger; trade flouriſhing, 
peace abounding, and a reſpectable influence and au- 
thority with neighbouring ſtates. Thoſe are all favour- 
able events to ſocieties, and many times ſo ſurprizing, 
that we cannot avoid ſeeing his hand in them, by whom 
Kings reign, and Princes decree juſtice 1; by whom their 
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e Publick Worſhip. 2 
thrones are render'd ſafe, and their deliberations free. 
And are there no publick thanks due for thoſe bleſ- 
ſings? We ſee the burdens and cares of government, 
and ſhould we not unite our ſupplications, prayers, inter- 
ceſſions, and giving of thanks, for Kings, and for all that 
are in authority © ? We fit down under our vines with 
ſafety, and enjoy the fruits of our labour with free- 
dom, and ſhould we not pray for the continuance of 
this happineſs? Should we not offer the moſt ardent 
wiſhes for the proſperity of our country, our favour*d 
Feruſalem, ſaying, Peace be within thy walls, and prof- 
perity within thy palaces * ? Eſpecially when we have the 
unmoleſted poſſeſſion of the true religion, that inva- 
luable blefling, and can add, becauſe of the houſe of the 
Lord our God, I will ſeek thy good *. Societies may 
be brought into dangerous circumſtances from rebel- 
lion or war. Is it not then a proper time to aſk coun- 
ſel of God; to beg with united hearts, as having but 
one intereſt and cauſe, direction in our meaſures, fuc- 
ceſs to our arms, and that he would not remove away the 
ſpeech of the truſty, and take away the underſtanding of the 
aged? Ts it not then a reaſonable thing to humble 
ourſelves for our ſins, which juſtly provoke God's an- 
ger, and might cauſe him to bring a cloud upon our 
glory, and even give us up to the pride and power of 
our determined enemies. Tis fit we ſhould deplore 
thoſe judgments, and avert divine anger by our hum- 
bleſt proſtrations, and vows of better obedience. 
Thus if we conſider the ſhare we have in the bleſſings 
of ſociety, we ſhould think ourſelves obliged to bare 
our part in the humiliation or the praiſe. If the pub- 
lick is in diſorder and confuſion, no man's private for- 
tune can be ſecure, By all the love, therefore, we bare 
our country, ourſelves or poſterity, we are indiſpen- 
ſibly obliged to join with ſome ſociety or other in the 
publick worſhip of God: I don't mean occaſionally 
only, on. Thanks/piving and Faſt-days, but in a more 
ſtated manner. And then, as this proceeds from RE 

1 1 Tim. ii. 1. F. I RE - 
Job xii. 20. 
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lick affection, and ſhews a right diſpoſition for im- 


provipg publick bleſſings, we may hope that God 
will hear us, when we call upon him. 


III. . Having thus explained the grounds on 
which religious worſhip is founded, both in private and 
publick, I come in the laſt place, to conſider what 
other truths ſtand naturally connected with this ſub- 
ject, for our uſe and direction. | 


1.) From hence it follows, that common ſivearing is 
an inſufferable rudeneſi and inſult upon the great object of re- 
ligion. If we are under ſo many obligations to rever- 
ence God in worſhip, it muſt be proportionally wicked 
to reproach him in the world. By the commoneſs of 
the ſin one might be tempted to think it a harmleſs 
thing; but it is really of an aggravated” nature, 
Other ſins ſtrike at the juſtice and power of God 
obliquely ; this flies directly in his face. Other fins 
are acts of diſobedience, this of contempt. But who 
is it, that is the object of ſuch rudeneſs? No. other 
than the greateſt and beſt of Beings. And can it be 
ſuppoſed, that we ſhould long preſerve an eſteem for 
the perſon, when his name is uſed with ſo much le- 
vity, and mingled upon all occaſions with the low, 
mean, impure images of a trifling converſation ? No 
one can imagine, that they ſhould have much religion 
themſelves, who can thus wantonly ſhake the founda- 
tions of all religion. Irfurther aggravates this ſin, 
that it is without provocation on God's part. He is 
in nothing injurious to us; in nothing makes light of 
us and our concerns: on the the contrary he is kind, 
patient, and merciful. What ingratitude then muſt 
mes 15 guilty of ? *Tis a ſin without temptation on our 

Pleaſure or profit are the uſual baits to other 
| | wg büt here is neither. Whata contemptible weakneſs 
then muſt there appear in it? To excuſe this fin from 
the violence of anger, is only to make one ſin a rea- 
ſon for another; and to plead habit and cuſtom is no 


cher 


other than to ſay, it was once our choice and delight, 
or it could never become ſo habitual, that we fall into 
it, abuſe and vilify the God of heaven, without think- 
ing. In. fine, tis a fin that bids defiance. to an expreſs. 
commandment of God. Thor ſhalt not take the name of 
tbe Lord thy God in vain : for the Lord will not hold him 
guiltleſs, that taketh his name in vain . Here is a law ſo- 
lemnly eſtabliſhed for preſerving God's honour z and 
here is a vengeance to guard it, that is enough to 
make the breakers of it tremble. 5 


2.) We ſee how wicked a thing it is / compel men to 
external religion in any one particular form. The worſhip 
fit for God, who is a ſpirit, to accept, is that of the 
mind: and the mind cannot be forced without deſtroy- 
ing its liberty, and conſequently the morality and vir- 
tue of its religion. The outward. act indeed may be 
compelled; but then it muſt be to the prejudict of 
true religion: for it will be made a ſign of what it is 
not, and ſerve to eſtabliſn nothing but hypocriſy in the 
world. To force men to expreſs that reverence, which 
they have not; or in ſuch a manner, as they abhor, 
muſt deſtroy the life, ſpirit, and reality of all devotion. 
\ ſtatue is as capable of ſuch a forced reverence, as a 
rationgl creature; and both may be equally ſtupid, It 
is more agreeable to the nature of religion, and the 


b ternal. rule of equity *, to let men teſtify their rever- 
n ce of God in their own way. Should it be ſuppoſed. 
„ In abſurd or weak one, yet that will not authorize, 

any to violate their natural right; and Chriſtian li- 
15 Werty.—— Compulſion in religion is injurious to God, 


as it robs him of a rational and virtuous ſervice, i. e. a 
ervice, which is the effect of judgment and choice. It 


5 injurious to man, as it will not permit him to conduct 
1 he moſt important affair of his life, and for which no 
r ody is accountable but himſelf. One man thinks 
{6 beſt to expreſs his yeneration of God by the geſture 
- * Exod. xx. 7. 5 why, 


o . A as you wwould that men foould go unto you, do ye alſo to them 
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of ſtanding in worſhip ; another thinks it a more de- 
cent expreſſive poſture, to kneel ; a third, that veſt- 
ments of a particular form and colour, poſtures ſhifted 
and often changed, reverences made towards particu- 
lar objects and places, Churches magnificently adorned 
with lamps, images, and curious gildings are proper 
ſigaifications or concomitants of religious worſhip. 
Suppoſe now one of thoſe. ſhould be of opinion, that 
if the other will not comply with his notion and form, 
they ought to be either reftrained in their civil rights, 
or fined and impriſoned, or poſſibly deprived of life, 
would it not be a monſtrous thing? ?.Suppoſe at the ſame 
time, all thoſe ſhould be fo intent and zealous for their 
particular modes of outward worſhip, as to neglect 
their hearts, and be utter ſtrangers to thoſe ſentiments 
and affections, which are effential to devotion. What 
muſt Angels think of all ſuch pretences? The ſuppo- 
 fition is not improper, when we ſee things carried to 
ſuch a length in the Church of Rome. Where for 
the ſake of decency and order, and the exerciſe of 
Church authority, they commit the moſt indecent, 
violent, and inhuman things in the whole world. 


3.) It follows i in oinineRtivij] wht the ſame principles 
that if men ought to worſhip God in ſuch manner as 
they think moſt acceptable to him, then 2beir places of 
worſhip, intended for God's honour and ſervice, ſhould be free 

om all. violence. If God is concerned for the intereſt 
of publick religion, he will regard the natural circum- 
ſtances attending it, of time and place. And conſe- 
quently muſt look upon a reſtraint laid on the one, a 

real inſtance of diſaffection to the other. — It has been 
obſerved, that even among the heathen, God has, ( for 
e the ſake of religion in general, been pleaſed in an 
<< extraordinary manner to execute vengeance upon 
« thoſe who have plundered and demoliſhed Temples, 
ce how falſe and idolatrous that particular religion was, 
«. for which they were erected ?** The reaſon of this 
| -/ 56-60% I 9 Wat, becauſe a — that is 
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wrong is better than none at all. It ſerved to keep 
ſome reverence of ſuperior beings, and was a pub- 
lick acknowledgment of men's gratitude and depend- 


ence.— How much more muſt this hold, where men 
worſhip the fame true God, through the ſame media- 
tor, and on the ſame foundations of faith and hope. 
A difference in outward forms, alterable in their own 
nature, will not make a different religion. And con- 
ſequently, when ſuch violence is offered to places, 
where the true God is worſhiped, and the true reli- 
ion profeſſed, it muſt be an indignity offered to God 
bimſelk and an undoubted act of impiety *. 
5 G 1 


I make no ſcrople fo ſay; the Papiſts would be entitled to a to- 
leration,, would they be peaceable in their profeſſion, and loyal to 
their Prince. This, if we may judge from paſt tranſactions, their 
Religion wilt not permit. Not the fi, becauſe their zeal in mak- 
ing proſelytes, believed to have ſome extraordinary merit in it, ren- 
ders them active and intermedling. Their proceſſions with the Hoft 
prove very incommodious to thoſe they meet; it being expected, 


that men, on the knee, ſhould pay their reverences to the prieſts, 


and the 14 they carry. Both thoſe attachments muſt affect publick 


ce and commerce in a Proteſtant country. Not the /econd; be- 


cauſe they depend upon a foreign head, namely the Pope, in whom 


* 


they belive a' power is lodged of abſolving men from the oaths of 


allegiance to heretical, f. e. Proteſtant Princes. The reſtraint there- 
fore, which ſuch are now wider, is not becauſe their religion is dif- 
ferent," falſe, or abſurd'; but becauſe ſuch principles are adopted. by 
them, as are the natural ſounces' of Rebellion. The demolition 
ef Abhies c. at the Reformiation cannot come within the force of 
therexfoning above, Betauſe, 1.) Their caſe was juſtly cognizable 
by partiument. They had pyſſeſſed themſelves of the better half of 
the lands in this kingdom, and by a tenure that rendered them 


for ever. analienabie. Such A conftitution of lands, abſolutely un- 


alicnable, is not confiſterit with the encouragements due to trade 
and commerce. Aſter a fatiguing life of bufineſs the Merchant is 
willing to retire, and ſettle the fruits of his labour on ſome firm ſe- 
curity. Land was always looked upon as ſuch, tally in that 
period; but if this is not to be purc haſed, trade will want a proper 
encouragement, which brings in the materials of national riches, 
Power, and greatneſs. Trade was under further diſcouragement 
from ſome of thoſe religious houſes. By their immenſe revenues, 
they had money always at command, tho" it was ſcarce every 


where elſe. They employed it in ſtoe king farms, in keeping tan . 


bots, asd brewkouſes, and very likely would have brought alf 


trade 
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4.) The duty of Publick Worſhip being founded 
on ſuch clear inconteſtible principles, it muſt follow, 
that no excuſe for our non-attendance can avail us, but ſuch 
as neceſſity or charity ſhall ſuggeſt. But then we ſhould 
take care, that we do not make thoſe, but find them 
leaſt under thoſe pretences we ſhould ſhelter criminal 
. and real diſaffection to the ſervice of God. 

uch pretences may poſſibly ſcreen us from the cen- 
ſures of men, but not from the knowledge and judg- 
ment of God. Neceſſity and charity cannot be ſup- 
poſed to engage us always at the time of publick wor- 

5 


* 


p. Something elfe berefore muſt be the real ground 
trade into their own hands. To prevent the ſpread of ſuch an evil, 
an act was made in the 21ft of Her. 8. Fuller C. Hiſt. B. vi. 
2.) Their revenues were not applied to thoſe uſes, intended by the 
donors; but in a quite different manner; to ſupport pride, - idleneſs 
and luxury. Some of them were made ſanctuaries, to which villains 
often fled, and were protected from publick juſtice. - And moſt of 
them were found to be nurſeries of abominable lewdneſs, to the diſ- 
honour of all Religion. The Commons complained of them in 
Hen. the 4th's time; and renewed this complaint in his ſucceſſor's 
_ reign, Hen. the 5th. This was long before the demolition took 
place. Rapin, Vol. 1. p. 500, 509. 3.) A Pope and a Cardinal be- 
n the demolition of thoſe houſes. Forty leſſer monaſteries were 
uppreſſed by Cardinal Voalſey, with the licenſe of 5 Clement the 
th on pretence of founding a College. Rapin, Vol. I. p. 768. 
4.) The way of obtaining thoſe houſes and revenues was many times 
the moſt iniquitous that can be imagined. When Princes and, great 
men had committed any flagrant crimes, for which their conſciences 
accuſed them. The way of atonement and abſolution was by ſuch 
- edifices and endowments. When perſons of a lower rank were in the 
agonies of conſcience and death, a prieſt was ready to ſuggeſt, that 
all might be render'd eaſy and ſafe, by an handſome legacy to the 
Church. The loweſt ſort of people were encouraged to give theit 
labour, on the promiſe. of pardons, indulgencies, and preſent meals. 
So that we can look upon ſuch religious houſes no other than as mo- 
numents of the moſt dreadful deluſion. Thoſe houſes then were de: 
moliſhed, nat to ſuppreſs the worſhip of God; not to prevent the 
worſhippers from ſerving him n their conſciences, for that 
they had opportunities of doing around them, and in their own way: 
but it was becauſe they were abſolute nuſances in Church and State. 
And it deſerves to be remembered, that, before the demolition, 
there was ſcarce an Abbey in England, but had been burnt down by 
lightning from heaven. Fox. And fince the demolition the nation, 
never appeared more rich, powerful and flouriſhing. | 


neſs and eaſe. 
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| of our neglects; but I cannot imagine any thing ex- 
cepting neceſſity and mercy, of equal moment with 


the reaſons before aſſigned. Can we better employ 
our time at home, than in publickly exalting the au- 
thor of our beings, and exciting out Souls to ſublime 
heights of reverence and love? It is too mean and ab- 


ject a thing to luppoſe, that we find more ſatisfaction 
el 


in ſmothering ourſelves in a bed of down, or that we 
can take more pleaſure in ſoothing our fleſh with ſoft- 
The fatigue of buſineſs, we ima- 
gine, require ſome relaxation, and ſo it does, provid- 
ed it does not interfere with a more eſſential buſineſs. 
To take an airing, or amuſe ourſelves in the garden 
or the field is agreeable. But why ſhould we indulge 
this pleaſure, when an opportunity offers of worſhip- 
ing God? Is not the proſperity of 'our Souls, of 
more conſequence than the refreſhments of our bo- 
dies? Does it not import us more to pleaſe; than ne- 
gle& God, upon whoſe favour the ſucceſs of buſineſs; 
the continuance of health and comfort ſo much de- 
pend.——Poſflibly we know not how to join in the 
uſual forms of Worſhip, without meeting with ſuch 
repreſentations of the Father of mankind, as are 
ſhocking ; without having ſuch ideas of virtue and 
religion raiſed, as are] unworthy the author or end of 
religion. I would by no means patronize any cor- 
ruptions in Religion; yet I am ſenfible how eaſy it 
is to aggravate . matters beyond the truth, and give 
an objection a formidable appearance, when we have 
no mind to do a thing. I wifh there had been no 
ground for the Obſervation of a learned and worth 
Prelate, <. that it has never gone well with the Church 
of Chriſt, , ſince men have been ſo narrow ſpirited 
* as to mix the controverſies of Faith with their pu 
„ lick Forms of Worſhip; and have made their li- 
<«< turgies, inſtead of being offices of devotion to 
God, become teſts and cenſures of the opinion of 
<< their Brethren.“ “ However it may poſſibly re- 
concile us to ſome difference of ſentiments, to con- 
5 2 ee 
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44 De Nature, Obligation &c. 
ſider, that if they are not impoſed, and made-tefts 
of communion, we may {till preſerve our liberty and 
integrity. Charity will ſuggeſt a kind thought on 
this occaſion, that men may be honeſt, though they 
are miſtaken ; and Charity mingling with our devo- 
tion will always render it a more acceptable ſacrifice to 
4 God of love b. But after all, does it not ſeem ſtrange, 
that amidſt a variety of Chriſtian Churches there 
ſhould not be one, that we could harmonize with in 
their manner of Worſhip? Is there no reaſon to 
ſuſpect ſome partiality in our enquiries, ar ſome pe- 
culiarity in our temper, that we ſeem to think of be- 
ing pious and happy by ourſelves. ——We- may fay 
as to publick inſtruction, that we know as much as 
we can be told. This may be very true, and yet 
no reaſon for neglecting Poblick Worſhip. We come 
not to ſuch places to learn novel and curious apini- 
ons; but to honour God, and to have aur minds ftir- 
red 7 by way ef remembrance<. The beſt furniſhed 
mind is not ſo equally attentive in all ſeaſons, as to 
want no admonition; nor the ſtrongeſt virtue ſo 
perfect, as to be above advice and encouragement. 
Qur unavoidable. engagements with ſenſible. objects 
make it neceſſary ſometimes. to call aff our thoughts, 
and by occaſional exercies of piety to maintain that 
lirely ſenſe of our dependance, that holy ardaur, that 
grateful veneration we owe to God, and hereby pre- 
vent our ſinking quite into animal life. I can think 
but of one thing more, which might he ſuppoſed to 
be urged with ſome colour of reaſon againſt Publick 
+ Worſhip, namely, that there is no ground for prayer. 
„ Thar all events were deſigned and provided for 
*© in the original conſtitution of things, and conſe- 
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e quently are produced by ſtated and regular laws in Na 
Which prayer can make no alteratian.“ I know n 
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not whence it is, that a doctrine of Fa rE, in fome 
25 or ather, ſhould find advocates in all ages. A 
qactrine full of confuſion and darkneſs; unſuitable to 
Fa | i . 5 3155 rc 5 55 the 


Fg John iy. 8. FT Nt: 2; 


4 


- py 
p F 


_ 


1 


— oe 


the character of a moral governour; and infinitely 
diſcouraging to the rned. According to this 
doctrine, when I am in diſtreſs, and naturally look 
up to God, as one able and willing to help me, yet I 
have no encouragement to hope that he will. The 
force of this objection has, I hope, been already con- 
ſidered and removed e. But I beg leave to af, 
whether we muſt not ſuppoſe it a part of this original 
conſtitution, that there. be a coneftion between vir: 
tue aud bappineſs ? If ſo, I may pray to God for a vir- 

| tuous mind's, to diſpoſe me for this 'happinefs, unleſs 
moral actions are alſo neceſſary, and unavoidable. Is 
it not likewiſe a part of this original conſtitution, bat 
divine favours ſhould be ſhewn to none, but thoſe who bave 
a juſt value for them ; and would make a good uſt of them ? 
And is not prayer, ſincerely and ſolemnly addreſſed 
to God, the way to get ſuch a right temper of mind. 
Nothing of this nature will, I conceive, juſtify 
our neglects of publick worſhip, The reaſons there- 
fore before given, remain in their full force and obli- 
gation. 8 ; (3 EINE þ. AI pn 381 


5.) And ash; it becomes us, who own the obli- 
gation, to review our conduet ; and remember, with 
concern, if we have at any time been too little ſenfi- 
ble of the great and glorious object of ' worſhip, and 
too little affected with the infinite obligations we are 
under to it, and even when our dependance upon it is 
ſo abſolute and entire. 7 come to God as the people com- 
elb, and fit before bim as his people, and hear his words 1 
but not do them : with our mouth to fſhew much love, hut 
aur hearts going after aur covetouſneſs ©: is a degenerate 
character, and which we have reaſon to bluſh at any 
approaches to; becauſe it is a character that has a 


mixture. in it of ingratitude and contempt, Let it 
Nil ergo optabunt hom ines 
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Orandum eſt, ut fit mens ſana in corpore ſano. 


uy, x. b 3 6. 
Vid. Cie. de Nat. Deor. lib. i, 2, 5 wo 1 5: 1 
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ſtated ſolemn practice. What you have ſo many ob- 
ſhould eaſily determine you. Tis his honour I plead, 


benefit I aim at, that you might enter into the plea- 
ſure and confidence of a divine friendſhip, I exhort 
you were. ſent into the World ; and indeed without 
Da ee ee Ze tener. Harpo pe 
let holy thoughts, and devout aſpirations of ſoul poſ- 
Lord in the beauties f bolineſs. h. How amiable are. thy 


and witholdeſt no good thing from them that walk. uprigbi- 


ry ſomething of the —— with us into the Won, 


grieve us to have performed any acts of adoration 
and worſhi with. ſo little intention and earneſtneſs of 
mind; with fo little zeal and fervency of affection ; 
with 10 little humility and proſtration of ſpirit : that 
we have too negligently improved the aids of . 
and too faintly purſued. — Glories of the up 

World : that we have miſſed any opportunities of ny 
nouring God, when the invitation has been fair, and 
perhaps nothing but ſoftneſs and indulgence prevailed 
againſt our duty. The review of thoſe things will 
better acquaint us with ourſelves, and excite us to 


more deyout exerciſes of Pietz 
Be exhorted then to make the Worſhip of God your 


ligations to do, and no excuſe. for leaving undone, 
who made, and | continually preſerves you. Tis your 
you to that, which is not beneath the ma jeſty of a 
Prince, or dignity of an Angel. To do K for. which 
which all you do beſides is impertinent. 


Worſhip God. Let us meet the occaſion via a 
joyful heart : I was glad when be ſaid unto me, let us go 


with thankſgiving, and into bis courts with praiſe 5. There 


ſeſs us. Give-unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
bring an offering, and come into bis cuurts. O worſhip the 


zabernacles, O Lord of hoſts : nds giveſt grace and glory, 
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þ'. When thus we are employed in the exerciſes of 
gratitude, faith, truſt, and pious reverence, .we ſpal 
be- ſatisfied with the goodneſs of his bouſe k. We ſhall car- 
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of Publick Worſhip. RY - 
and retain a delightful ſenſe of paſt enjoyments. A 
day in thy courts is better than a thouſand.” I bad rather © 
be a door-kteper in the bouſe of my God, than: to dwell in 


the tents of wickedneſs*. 


The effect of this addreſs will be, I hope, to raiſe 
your eſteem of divine worſhip, and engage you in ſo 
uſeful and delightful a practice. But ben we muſt 
take this along with us, if we deſire it ſhould be a 
means of real religion, that our worſhip of God 
ſhould be accompanied with ſincerity, decency, and 
rectitude of mind and manners. We muſt be In- 
cere,. i. e. our external acts of worſhip muſt be true 
expreſſions of our inward reverence and devout tem- 
per. We are in a preſence that cannot be deceived 
with outward ſhews and forms; and there is no hid- 
ing ourſelves from him behind a religious face. The 
ſervice muſt be entirely rational; be directed by our 
underſtandings ; accompanied with our affections ; 
and elevated to a degree - of ſupreme reverence and 
love. Without this, bodily worſhip. is no more than 
ſuperſtition. My ſon give me thy heart ®, ——— We muſt 
be decent in our outward behaviour. A trifling air; a 
roving eye; a careleſs or ſleepy poſture too often be- 
tray an abſent mind, or a vain one: bath equally 
diſdained by an omniſcient God. Kzep thy foot when 
thou gogſt to the bouſe of God, and be more ready to bear 
than to give the ſacrifice of fools n. We muſt wor- 
ſhip God with reitude of mind and manners. We muſt 
be free from the love of moral evil; from any juſt. 
imputations of fraud, injuſtice, cruelty, and oppreſ- 
ſion. [Thoſe are ſo hateful to the God we ſerve, that 
it will turn praiſe into a more ſolemn inſult, and prayer 
into an abomination. 1 will waſh my hands in innocency, 


| fo will I compaſs thine altar, O Lord o. 


- This then is the worſhip of God in ſpirit and truth, 
and unalterably founded in the nature and reaſon of 


things. The Philoſophers, who diſtinguiſhed between 


religion 
fal Eerriy. 10. Prov. xxiii. 265. RIEL v. 1. 


o Pſal, xxvi. 6. 
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teligion and fuperftition, recommend as the beſt, 


« the pureſt, the holieſt, the moſt devout worſhip of 
„ fin- 


index of the heart?” The divine Plato fays, 
« The nature of God was ſuch, as not to be influenc- 
« ed and biaſſed by the moſt coſtly gifts. — That 
<< to ſuppoſt him paying a greater regard to thoſe 
« things,” than ro juſtice and fanctity of mind, was 
ce abominable,  &c. —— That when the oracle was 
4 conſultech on this caſe, why the Athenians, who of- 


* fered more and richer facrifices than others; and a- 


c dorned the temples of their Gods with the utmoſt 
cence and pomp 5 ſhould be always worft- 
< ed; by ſexand land, by the Lacedemonians: the 
e anſwer given was; that the acclamation; 7. e. 

cer m wy dra was more pleafing this 2th the £6 
< 'cred rites and ceremonious pomp of the other 
« Greeiangs v Thoſe were the ſentiments of the 
wiſee Heathens, and which they embraced we Juſt and 


rational principles. 
We have a more divine philosophy to nſtruct us, 


which has repreſented God to us, as an object moſt 


moſt ſuitable to his ſpiritualicy and dignity. I might 
have ſupported the dary of public worſhip by the 
authority, ſes, and 3 encou- 
rage wens of the' Christian Religion, But as thoſe 
things are ſuppoſed eo be well known, I thought it 
mizht be of uſe to eſtabliſn it, as a duty of natural 
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hiloſ6p fo- 
ncorrupta et mente &t voce veneremur. Non. enim philoſophn ſo- 
— verum etiam majores noſtri ſuperſtitionem a religione ſepera- 


verunt. 
Cic. de Nat. Deor. ii. 28. 


| | 4 Plato Alcibiad ii. 9,1 10. Edit Cintab, 1683, 


worthy our veneration, and directed us to a fervice 
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+5 Ne gle? of publick fig hers, ; 
REY. Tor morals wy P e led 
to contemplation and ef ot * may find 
in themſelxes 3 1 5 of pious thoughts and reflec- 


tions 3 bit there no regard due to the weakneſſes of 
others? Have we not fo, much compaſſion and hu- 
manity, as to encourage a practice which tends ſo di- 
rectly to the bettering mankind? Suppoſing a few, 
from 0 impreſſions of education, and a taſt_ for 
books, b reſerve their virtue irreproacha- 
ble; yet 4 fear, the effect is quite other- 
wiſe. : OT . expected, when men throw off 
ſuch awful rinciples ; ; WRED they neglect the o por 
tunity Hf the nm, in the worſhip” of 
Mutt not | | 1 that they 
1 re a0 from ſin. 
F woiſdom ; bit icht be nA, it 
fill be found true in fact, that the fear of man, and 
the fear of Jaws, will be less able to controul the paſ- 
fions of män ind: nay the force of every ſecret 
tatic x ſo much the ſtronger. If publick 
virtue they dre dür regard, publick worſhip will 
deſerve eur en enan oe and e 1 
Nan ds | 34917 

20 Mii, O08] be an ned uf our uprightneſs before 
God. From what has been o F it muſt appear 
a thing, which God wills, an eaſed” with; be 
loves the gates" of | Zion more that al e dwellings of Ja- 
rob *,” And conſequently our diligent orb of ĩt 

ſhew in us, a real conformity to the will of God. 


Thoſe exerciſes ' of our reverence, gratitude and de- 
pendance,” will diſcover a good affection to the whole 
qeſign of Religion. That we love its purity, ſubmit 
to ĩts authority, and. deſire nothing more than to be 
transformed ir to the image of the object we adore. 
Now fo fir adit * W ſo much will our 
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Be Bir — * pp ob 585 ever banner, ever 
deviſing new troubles to a r neighbours, and medi- 
tating new conqueſts. key are not to be held by 
ries of honour or juſtice, or the moſt ſacred pledge of. 

Publick Faith. Witnelz their infractions of treaties 

pon the mo frivolous pretences 3 their evaſive con- 
ſtructions, and artful diſtinctions between the 17 5 
and the ſpirit of eſtabliſped treaties Hut they 
ſhine in the latter part of the chatacter, their right. 
and is full of bribes. This i: is their nga, and dex 
rity this the baſis of all their glory In the feld 
hey have not truſted to numbers, or yalour, till cor- 
ruption has in part tied up the hand of the enemy, 
and proſtituted their honour and their virtue: then 
here 1 ia way made for the ardor of their troops, and 

he rapidity of their victorious! arms. Tis ribery 

as made NNE army ſucceſsful, even when beaten 3 "4 

and their treaties advantageous, even when in deſpa Ins: - 
UTztcn can witneſs this. The glory, they are e 
full of on all occaſions, is raiſed upon the ruins of 
1 virtue; 
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ue, and notified our intereſt in the rights privi, 
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Apoſtles ee by which they were encour- 
aged, and emboldened agai iat their own natural 


weakneſs | and fear: but Vf] thoſe influences of the 


fpirit were intended for the benefit of others, 'Tat v4 
than of thoſe who partook of them. There is befi 

the moral influence of the ſpirit, whoſe fruits are in al 
goodneſs and righteouſneſs, and truth 1; and whoſe work 
is to reſtore light, rectitude and peace to the mind 
and concur with the other means and -inftrunients af 
religion to render them Wy and effectual. The 
Old Teſtament Saints were not uainted with his 
holy aids; but it was more — cate 
vouchſafed to the New. Good men were full of = 
Holy Ghoſt here, and their faith and piety; were-emi- 
nent, their mutual love exemplary, their fortitude in 
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the viſdorn from above, that makes us watchful; the 
{rib er from on high that keeps us ſtedfaſt. If we con- 
ider only the eminent degrees of virtue and happineſs 


to which we are called in the Chriſtian Religion; and 
at the ſame time the general ſtate of human nature, 


indolent, | careleſs, and yielding to ſenſible impreſſions. 
If we conſider how much ſome are prejudiced and en- 


ſlaved by their luſts; how much others are diſcourag 
and oppoſed in their virtues, we muſt think ſuch divine 
aids neceſſary. What need of this ſpirit to brood on 
the chaos of ſome minds, to form them into light, 
beauty, and order; and to elevate others, amidſt the 
impreſſions of a ſenſible world, to the ſublime heights 
of purity, heavenly-mindednefs, and ſupreme love! Thus 


Chriſt is preſent by his ſpirit in his churches, and makes 
an inward and immediate M. to the ſouls of 
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ſcious petdepti on in. our ſelxes of difpolidons and ge- 
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ron goa our Creator, hut that we 
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that ſuch a merciful conſtitution Hoa fUBAE for our 
fakes; that, when our Saviour had finiſhed the work 
of our redetnption on earth, * he ſhould fesve his 
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warning 6 ir fin and danger this means the 
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tions offeted; An RAY e every. way worthy the 
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ced, as the Coflrivance and craft of man. Thefe 
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an excellent advantage, . 1 id an immediate appllea- 
Hon co the dl of men. Fa this way fack- 8 

are ſuggelted eo the careſtls, us" mal tend to awaken 
them ; ſach datifers dealt to the obdutute, as may 
ſerve to tert dern ch eomforts p ſthred. to the 
aſicted, às ttray. revive and Taccour tern. The ſpirit 
is deföre. Hand Wie all in 9 9 the foundation of Re- 
6. wa and entiching further aids of his 
6” bild os op oi the fontidativri. Sometimes 
—— us from doing evil; at other times encou- 
raging us in doing good. In the worſhip of God he 
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55 es qur good thoughts into ood reſolutions, and 
his affiltünce we advance to a fate of habitual — 


= oo and | piety. What x Kind and ſeaſ6ntble | 


non is fer Häde for us, anf how thankful ou 
be för a promiſe, that is intended to derive ſuch 
ſtrength and comfort to us, 8 with the Plalmiſt, \ 


(oft 


z Eph. Iv. 11,12. 
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caft me not away from thy preſence, and take not thy holy 

| SECONDLY 3 Let us conſider the glorious influence of 
this promiſe.z. when it is more than ordinarily diſtin. 
guiſhable in its effects. But it ought. to be conſi- 
dered here, that Chriſt, in the ways of his provi- 
dence and grace, does not always come with obſerva- 
tion . Generally he! gently touches the heart, and 


leads us on to goodneſs by methods ſo agreeable to 


the operations of our own minds, that we can no 
more diſtinguiſh the one from the other, except by 
the effects, than diſcover the origin and retreats of 
the wind. The wind bloweth where it liſteib, and tbou 
Beareſt the - ſound thereof ;, but canſt not tell whence it com- 
ell, and whether it gatth : fo is every one that is born of 
the ſpirit *... This is the caſe of thoſe who have been 
trained up in religious families, and accuſtomed. early 
to the private and publick offices of piety. The in- 
ſtructions and examples about them have made the 
firſt impreſſions in favour of virtue, and they take 
ſuch an eaſy gradual bend to religion, that they may 
not be able to ſay when it began. And indeed this 

is of no great conſequence to be known, provided our 
preſent character be real, and our temper holy. 


Sometimes the manifeſtations of Grace are very ob- 


ſervable. The means have been more than ordinari- 
ly ſucceſsful ; the ordinances of religion entertaining; 
the ſoul greatly raiſed and affected in devotion. I beg 


leave to illuſtrate this with regard both to good anc 


bad men.. 
18 


PFirſt, with regard 10 good Chriſtians, | 


1 

Although their regards to Chriſt are ſuppoſed to be 
always great; and their experiences in religion always 
encouraging: yet ſometimes the ogcaſion has been 
PPP 


| 3 John iii 8 v3 0 
0 
a be 
i 


— 
— 


7 Plal. Ii. 1 t. 2 Luke xvii. 20. 
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1 * 


8 * TIVITY 1 Chryſtian->@purches. BY Y N *6g | 


nguiſhed,, and the Church 
ebe, Heaven'?...., For in ance, 


1.) be 4 light bas bern thrown upon the Ne: 4 | 
their Faith, So } With 
7% . and miſts wi ariſe; and cloud, i our proſpecis 

We 1% be T end tore but in part, But 
ſometimes; ( to. aſſiſt our. faculties to re- 
ceive, and, \then ends ray, of his own, light to illy- 
minate,. the. e objects of Fach; | Then the things of 
God are ſpiritually diſcerned e: then they appear, more 
diſtinctly in their excellency, importance, and practi- 
cal tendency. And how delightful has been the ſea- 


ſon! There has been a time when: the att . has 
been By : than WAR hen God has —. Þ 


hg od mote 11 
in Hor 8 Ee 
7 d tempe of the ſou ga! 
93 — — Ru of m 

ot grace LIANIPOTTE| 
8 od ha 
N p ri 


as a zlorious « ay, wi 2 . Had 
vere. 1 774. Wee gning when the 25 
an "communicated his gifts abd 
005 et, = NEW e 
reſence extenſive and enrichin On many 
_ calions 9 did they ey, 8 their aſſemblies, 
gui and praiſe _ God, and declare his won- 


11? © tht tEPT 4 Us of ; ders. 
Tai 1094 | | 
Gen. xxviii. 15. 1 Eor. iii. 12. 6s Gai 10 | 
* 2 Cor. bij, 18. f Acts ii. 1, 2. . 
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des. The is more excellent, than 
the legal If Pos 2 Go#s Tabernattt | 
, @miaple s; if he had ſuch raviſhing views of God; 
Power trill Kn o, and Jenged moſt ardently for the 
Horn of Mee ſeaſons, fo is 46 sccbht ng Hours d 
expectation” tedions, 3 Teune and Appen. be 
t C, YE de, I Hy, Was fo affected and pleated h 

the 2 de How 5 thc more mit wel 


n 


2. Je jo 0 Wink te Hb kk ka 
52 e _ 0 yer or _ Frierid, 
eis what they 3 25 Bond * No 


grit 2 2 Fe r 
1 Wirth © Bis r 5 ay 85 
it Fo 4 Abe coe 5 
any more chan hw 


HAS us in che ech of his Frbvidebce ? 
have nd Feaſdn to e tore eta the 5 


or Joube Mpethler the hold be Ein h 
Their tri tiger: Ide Poſt declares God! 
2 1 is on tit; berauſe be Hor Pf 
beyond Ec abjlity to Perfbfm. Cd ln bf + 

Aren 5 p prefent Belo in Hunte. 

And th have deem conintrinicated(GHi'tHE 


of fey \ The dnt naturally 40116ws de Hier 
For | when 5 mind is moòſt at eaſe; it is heh mol 
aQive ah vigorous. is in the houſe f Gd, thi 
His peace, which paſſefh underſtanding yofteh fe 
and then 5 wonder that here ry pb 

a 15 to Jrtngth o. The devout extrcifes of Ali 
Ti tulle and my kindle r 'A Warmen and Vn 

ho of 

1 101 brxxiv. 1. 4 bl . 4 Plat. mY 
K Eph. iii. 16. Pſal. xlvi. 1. | 
* Pfal. Þxxxbv. 7. Iſa. xl. 38. | n 
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an Wl ty, that remging ig e with them, 4 gives 
of m 4 


Jo n a noble ff und, to meet a danger an 
4 WR refift i it, Whe _ have peen juſt before 1 worlkippin 
he God, and as ers converſing with Jefus, how ea 
ut 


have they found it to q qefpiſe 4 flarterin ſnare, and 
face 2 wo world'; and even to "gory in tribu⸗ 
httons.” emarkable \ was this in the firſt 'Chrift- 
1ans. * 2 they were fre 2 their aſmblies, and 
conflait i in breaking of br projer a: ſo they were 
eminent for theit ee and fortitude in ſuffering. 
The extraordinary pre ce and power in the Church 
made chem conquerers in the World, they departed 
from the council rejoycing, that they were cred rng 10 


ee eee 


3 J When they have received unufual — Fe their 
dejeAions.. Many of David's Pfalms begin in tears, 
and end in triumph: ſo it is many times with a Chriſt- 
jan. He fits £58 nfive and fad, and muſt” han 
his harp a while on te willow trees. He is full 
doubts d fears; all is tumultuous and diſturbed with- 
in; till he has been in the houſe of God, and there 
refreſhed, there appeaſed by a ſweet ſenſe of his — 
ing kindneſs and tender mere David was 'ſo 1 
ſexed and diſconcerted with t the proſperity of ck 
ed men, that he was even ready to conclude all Reli- 
gion vain,” But when be went into the” Sanctuary, he 
was ſatisfied 5 then he - underflood that their proſpe- 
rity was ſhort, and their end dreadful 7. What heavi- 
neſs of ſpirit ? What ſinking fears have ſome experi- 
enced? Devotion has raiſed them to a calmer region; 
and a promiſe” of God ſet home to their hearts, has 
made them go on their way rejoycing. Je thoſe that 
mourn in Zzon,. ＋ Ing national ſins before God, 
to them is for aſhes, the oil of joy for 
opal, # 1 cormen To pra; 2 for the Jprit o * 
BE, 


2 Abts ii, 2. ® AQsv,4t. PPal, Nai, 14, 17. 
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neſs 4. Wl. hoſe that are jealous for God's honour, may 
hope to find him concerned for their comfort. + ious 
5 8 have often found ſeaſons . of. worſhip, times of 
refreſhing. . Hamab went into the houſe. of God 
with a ſexrowful- ſpirit; but ſhe departed. with joy, 
and ber : countenance was no more ſad*, We need not 
think this ſtrange when it is ſo eminent a character of 
the King of the Church to be tender and  compaſſio. 
nate, 10 beal the broken bearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives, recovering of. Aale to the blind, 10 158 at liberty 
thee that * bruiſed *, 


4. ) When they have — « a ; delightful communion with 
God in Chrift. Communion imports reciprocal acts, 
an happy intercourſe between heaven and earth. As 
our Saviour is not bodily preſent, nor God viſible, this 
communion can only be maintained by the medium 
of ordinances. In thoſe, we ſolemnly ſet ourſelves to 
think of thoſe objects; our thoughts lead us to deſires 
and affections expreſſive of gratitude, eſteem, love; 
to acts of faith, truſt, dependance &c. On the other 
Hand, whilſt we are engaged in thoſe religious and 
devout exerciſes, a divine light and joy flow into 
the ſoul; peculiar manifeſtations. of. the truth, love 


and grace of the Redeemer enliven it; and from 


both reſult a noble and divine fatisfaQtion. —1 can 


by | 
it is both promiſed and experienced. The 755 of 
the Lord is with, tem. 7 the $i. bin, Fr 0 


Ila. Ixi. 3. 
1 1 Sam. i. 15, 18, Luke iv. 18. Iſa. Is. 1. 
Fal. Xv. 14. John i iv. 14- 
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0“ Chriſtian Churches. 69 
with God in Chriſt, and the participation of ſpiritual 
bleſſings, as the recompence of ſincere obedience. 
If a nan love ine, be ' will keep my words, and n Father 
will love bim, and tue will come unto bim, and male our 
abode with. bim. When the whole church was aſſem· 
bled, St. Paul obſerves, that the decent, orderly, and 
profitable exerciſe of /ſpiritual gifts, would be an in- 
ducement to unbelievers to own and approve their 
worſhip, and report that God is in, or among, ' you of 
a truth? And to name no more paſlages, that pro- 
miſe is full to the point, draw nigh 10 God and be will 
draw nigh to %a. In ſuch a ſeaſon, how has the 
ſoul been elevated and entertained? What holy 
breathings and aſpirations : what ſerenity and peace 
has filled and ſettled it ? When the devont Chriſtian 
has enjoyed the light of God's countenance, and the 
ſenſe of his love, how has every deſire been ſatisfied, 
every other proſpect darkened, and all the *glories 
of the world turned into deformity? God is the only 
object of his hopes and deſires: Chriſt and his love 
the pleaſing admired meditation. Such experiences 
in the houſe of God have left no room for want, 
but in the repetition of them; no place for compari- 
ſons, but what throws every other object into a diſtant 
and contemptible meanneſs. A day in thy courts is bet. 
ter than a thouſand : 1 had rather be a door-keepey in the 
bouſe of my God, than to devell in the tents of wickedneſs *. ' 


* Thoſe: things, I doubt, may be thought by ſome 
unintelligible, if not worſe: but we need not wonder 
at it, when a previous diſpoſition of mind is requiſite 
to form a right judgment of them. We find it true 


* John xiv, 21, 22, 23. Sacer intra nos ſpiritus ſedet, malorum 
bonorumque noſtrorum obſervator et cuſtos: hie prout a nobis trac- 
tatus eſt, ita nos ipſe tractat. Bonus vir ſine deo nemo eſt 
— virorum bonorum (quis Deus incertum eſt) habitat 

* * 


Senec. Epiſt. 41, 
7 1 Cor, xiv. 25, 2 James iv. 8. fal. Ixxxiv. 10. 
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70% The Grace & of H, promiſe 
in commer affairs. they we: all 5 oy Fey 
gteſs in the underfianging, of, chem, with 
nion and practice. Incligazign. carries the ſt redgth ang 
attention of the foul. with it à and practice. more than 
any thiag enlarges and improyeg i knowledge. 
why ſhould char be thought: abſurd ig Teligton, which 
is true in every art or; {ence? (Until we are pre-dil. 
poſed by ſuitable inclinazians and affections ta truth, 
w ſhall nor form fuck juſtand bebte gquceptions of it, 
we oughto: Our case will be much Hke that 2 12 
1 in the Goſpel, whoſe fight was why ig a 
men as tress —4—* He had ſome idea 9 TTY 
objects, hut it -was confuled and imparfect, Sa thoſo 
divine communieations will be imperfectly apprehend- 
ed, till we have ſome relifly of religion purielves. * 
natural, i. e. the animal or fenfyal, mas xecorueth pot Ib. 
things of the Spirit God: for ay to bim 
neither can he kuow. them. begauſe they. ere. /Piritually. 40% 
cerned e. Should the caſe bs chat We are yiciouſiy in- 
clined, that will move: than any thing obftruct a right 
judgment. The nature of fin js to darken the mind; 
to prejudice # againſt truth and vixtue, and prepare us 
to embrace every ſlender 1 and excuſe that 
will favour it, Suppoſg we. humility and meek- 
neſs to a proud man:; Will he nat diſdain the inſtruc: 
tion, becauſe it leſſeug him i in his own. eſteem, and 
throws him into à ſbadę ? Suppoſe we recommend acts 
of beneficence and charity to a covetous man, it croſſes 
all his views, and any exeuſe ſhall depermine him more, 
than religion and humanity... In hofh caſes there is 
no inward diſpoſitian to fender the offered truth agree. 


able. So hen we would recommend the notion and 
advantage of a divine friendſhip and intercourſe, a vi- 


eious perſon can form no notion of it, any more than 
a ſwine of the pleaſures of an Angel. They know 
God beft, who love and ferve him beſt. A good wnder- 


Randing have att they, that ab bis commandments *. 8 If men 
therefore 


2 Marks vill. 24. — 1 che, ii. 14. 
f. Pſal. cxi. 105 Dan. Xii. 410. | Wu 
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to Chriſtian Churches. 71 
therefore do not underſtand and believe thoſe things, 
the fault muſt be in themſelves. My do ye not under- 
ech, even becauſe ye cannot hear my words 8. 
Vice pale A fegen e Blend im Aly thin 
and them ro" We Neve not.. Hut ſo 
much for the influence of this preſence and power 
with reſpect to good Chriſtians. I ſhall next conſider 
it with ze ct to BOBcTS, » AT OT TT. 
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The Grace, and Influence of Chriſt's 
promiſe to Chriſtian Churches, 


Marr. 2XVUL 20. 
Where two or three are gathered ragetber Mi 
im my. name, there am I in the midſt 
F 
"NHRISTIANITY is the moſt gracious and 
effectual expedient that ever was offered to the 
world for reforming mankind, and reſtoring 
them to their primitive rectitude, integrity, and hap- 
pineſs. Its precepts are clear; its motives ſtrong ; its 
authority ſupreme. But beſides this, there is a preſenee 
and power promiſed, to attend this diſpenſations and 
carry on its merciful deſign, By this means an imme- 
diate application is made to thoſe who are within its in- 
fluence. There 1s line upon line, and precept upon 
precept: and the bleſſed Spirit of God makes his occa- 
ſional viſits to the ſouls of men; in order to ſtrive with 
them, and ſubdue their corruption and obſtinacy. This is 
what 


rn Chrifion Churches 3 


what 1 am.illuftrating, from the wth I * read, 
in which we have a moſt gracious promiſe of Chriſt to 
his Church, that where. Fa doe or ores. en, rn VC. 
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| 1. * * enquire what we ar to lee this pre: 
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1 „ I have re han. we are- ta under- 
ſtand by this reſence of Chriſt ; not his perſonal or 
bodily preſence, but he is preſent, by his miniſters, 
his ambaſſadors; by his ordinances, the viſible tokens 
of his fayour ; by his Spirit, the great agent of 
his kingdom, to communicate light, ſtrength, an 
omfort : to rouſe men out of their ſecurigys, and, cſta- 
bliſh t2em i in faith and holineſs. 


inn 
gs. * 4 * * 


27 


r e 1 am A mee when we 75 Apes this 
tomiſe more eminently made good both to ſaints and 
_ — FIS, with reſpect to good Chriſtians, 

s preſence and power are Huftrious —— when” & 
web has been thrown upon the objects of their 
aith, — when new degrees of ſtrength have been com- 
vnicated againſt temptations.— when they have re- 
eived unuſual comfort under their dejections, — when 
K have enjoyed a delightful communion” wy God 

Wa So far I have Sone. I proceed, 
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Gosen are generally thoughtleſs and ſecure, and 
annot be ſuppoſed to trouble themſelves much about 

> offices of akon: They may be lead to [chriſtian 
amblies 50 cuſtom, W or n 3 Or per- 
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71 De Grace &c. of Chriff's promiſe 
bays to furniſh themſelves with a ſubject of ridicule and 
Contempt; yet ſuch have been many times taken 
there. Their conſciences have been awakened; 
their danger appeared frightful ; their hard obdurar 
hearts pierced, till they have cried out in agony of ſoul, 
men and brethren what ſhall we do *? Inſtances of - thi 
nature have been in all ages, both- in and out of the 
church, and deſerve to be recorded for the honout 
of divine grace. There have been ſuch manifeſtations 
of a divine preſence and power, as have pulled down 
the ſtrong holds of ſin, and changed the whole hear: 
into a better temper. For inſtance, 


I.) When many funers have been awakened, humbli 
and converted on the ſame occaſion. When there has been 
a pouring. forth of the ſpirit, and many ſons and daugh- 
ters have been born unto God; many convinced and 
changed, not from one opinion, or one vice to another, 
but in their whole moral temper. When nothing api 
pears ſo dreadfül as fin, which before they loved; noff 
thing ſo amiable as virtue, which before they deſpiſed 
When the formal become ſerious ; the ſevere, meek; 
the cenſoridus, kind x the proud, humble. [Thedeſigi 
of religion is to effect this, and the vouchſafements 0 
grace are perfectly co-incident with this deſign. Wha 
a noble diſplay of grace is this, when the Goſpel-net i 
thrown with ſuch advantage, as to include multitudes! 
What a glorious appearance-of Shiloh, when 1% him i} 
gathering of. the people is * ? What a joyful day, when i 
is ſaid of one and another, that ſalvation is come into 
his ſoul. . Such a day once there was, when there wer 
added to the Church, on hearing one ſermon, about tbr 
thouſand ſouls e. The ſame goodneſs ſtill triumphed, 
for the Lord added to the, Ghurch daily ſuch as ſhould l. 
ſaved dl. The Churches were eſtabliſhed in the faith, auf 
increaſed in number daily * This indeed was at the firl 
planting of Chriſtianity in the world, when it made 
the quickeſt and moſt amazing progreſs. It * 
* Ads ii. 37. b Gen. xlix, 10. Acts ii. 41. 
4 Ibid. ver. 47. * Axvi. . | 
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ble leauen ; it giffuſed every way like light, with 
bright and quickening rays. But this ſeemed neceſ- 
| fary then, to ſupport the credit and authority of that 


religion: neceſſary, that it ſhould triumph in its own 
ee and make its way through oppofition by 
the force of truth and innocence. This it did by the 
immediate power and bleſſing of God concurring with 
it, that the work might appear the more divine. We 
muſt not therefore expect the ſame wonderful ſucceſs; 
the ame glorious manifeſtations in an ordinary ſtate of 
things. al 


2.) When notorious ſinners have been reclaimed, and ſuddenly 
checked in their full career of fally and ſn. How glorious 
is the efficacy of this promiſe in ſuch inſtances, and 
ſuch there have been in all ages of the Church. Per- 
ſons who had no reliſh of divine things; no notion of 
pleaſure, but what was derived from animal life ; who 
were greatly hardened, and ſecure in their fins ; yet 
having been occaſionally brought within hearing of 
God's ward ; that word has been clothed with power 
and falvation for them. The repreſentation. of the 
evil and danger of ſin has rouſed their fears; the diſ- 
ſection of a carnal heart has preſented them with a 
draught of their own real character; the diſplay of 
God's wonderful mercy, in recovering ſinners to his fa- 
vour and image, has humbled them to the duſt, where 
they have admired his patience ; adored his purity, and 
with tears acknowledged the deſerts of their pride, 
ingratitude and enmity. The word in that hour, like 
the earthquake which opened at once the priſon doors 
and the Jailor's heart, has laid them trembling and pro- 
ſtrate crying out what muſt we do to be ſaved S. Not only 
careleſs ſinners have been thus met with, but ringleaders 
in wickedneſs, maſters and monſters in iniquity. Thoſe 
that could expect nothing leſs than exemplary ven- 
geance; and to have felt the deepeſt impreſſions of di- 
vine wrath, thoſe, I ſay, have been*transformed into 

| "$63 the 
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ob De Grace &c.' of Chrift's promiſe 
the amiable characters of virtue. They have p ized 
what once they ſcorned, and fought what they once 
abhorred. How triumphant is divine goodheſs in ſuch 


inſtances? How aſtoniſhing to ſee the Lion converted | 


into a lamb; to ſee the Ethiopian change bis tin, and 
the leopard his ſbors h? We find in our Savidur's time 
that perſons of infamous characters, Publicans and 
harlots, preſſed into the kingdom of God. Among 
the Corinthjan converts, ſome had been fornicators, 
idolaters, adulterers, ſodomites, thieves, covetous, 
drunkards, revilers (all characters of damnation) but they 


obtained mercy. And ſuch were ſome of you, but ye are 
waſhed, but ye are ſanftified, but ye are juſtified, in the 


name of the Lord Feſus, and by the ſpirit of bur God. 


Thoſe are ſovereign acts of goodneſs, hot ſo much] 


what we are to expect, as admire, that where ſin abound: 


ed, grace did much more abound. 


TJ" When preat Jinners have been not only reclaimed, 2 


employed. Thus when thoſe, who came itito the Church 
as enemies, have continued there its chiefeſt orna- 
ments and ſupports z we fee in ſuch inſtances the glo- 


rious efficacy of this promiſe. Then, when we behold 


determined finners building up what they would have 
often deftroyed ; not aſhamed of what before they 
ſcorned; and all their zeal againft godlineſs ſanctified 


into an holy flame, and the ardours of a divine love. 
How diftingutſhing are thoſe aids and manifeſtations} 


of grace! God is 3 ſometimes to chuſe out ſuch 
to be inſtruments of great good to others; and there 
is reaſon to think, they will be more abundant in la- 
bours. A reflection upon their own former diſmal 
ſtate will teach them to admire and praiſe God's good- 


neſs to them; will render them diligent in redeem- 
ing the time they have loft, preſſing forward to reach 
the heights of piety, they attempted fo late; and ex. 
cite in them great compaſſion towards thoſe, who are 
obnoxious to the Tame ruin, which they themſelves were 


once near. How glorious muſt the place be where ſuch 
_ triumphs 


„„ 23, T3 On xn. * Rom. v. 20. 
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triumphs are ſeen? Of Zion, the Church of God, 1 


Pall be ſaid, this and that man was born in her!: Men il- 


juſtrious for their virtue, uſefulneſs and zeal, —— A 
brabham was called out of the darkneſs of Paganiſm te 
the worſhip of the true God, and a glorious light he 
was; a pattern of unſhaken FAI TH, not only to that 
age, but all ages of the world. Moſes by a ſurprizing 
train of providences was preferved, educated, and 
diſpoſed to be the inſtrument of delivering God's peo- 
ple from ſlavery. He was an excellent pattern of 
Wispou; having, by divine direction, framed a 
conſtitution of laws and government, more to be ad- 
mired, than any other ſyſtem of antient legiſlators, 
for the juſtneſs of its principles, and the utility of its 
publick authority. Paul was another inſtance of this 
grace, He never was probably in a Chriſtian Chureh, 
unleſs to become an informer, a moſt deteſtable cha- 
racter; yet it mult be remember'd, that he was a fre- 
quenter of God's worſhip in the Temple, and a zealot 
for the eſtabliſhed religion of his country, not yet a- 
boliſned. No doubt but God ſaw ſomething in his 
warm and paſſionate temper, that might render him 
greatly uſeful under a better direction. He obtained 
mercy”, and became a noble example of ZE AL. His 
character, drawn with his own hand, is one of the 
worſt, a Blaſpbemer, and a perſecutor, and injurious, as 
in the fore-cited paſſage. He made havock of the 
churches ; ſcrupled no violence, outrage and even mur- 
der in the career of his bigotry and madneſs. But how 
ſudden a change! His malignity is changed into be- 
nevolence ; his murdering zeal into one friendly and 
compaſſionate to mankind, He propagates what be- 
fore he deteſted; and we ſee the diligence, activity, 


and boldneſs of the perſecutor, remain in the courage, 


reſolution, and fortitude of the miniſter of Jeſus 
Chriſt. He has now the courage to defend his Lord 
and Maſter - in chains, before councils and tribunale, 
and all the forms of terror and death. None of thofe 
things move me; neither count 1 my life dear unto myſelf, ſo 


1Plal. Ixxxyii. 3, f. = 1 Tim. i. 13. 
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that I might finiſh my. courſe with joy,; and the ' miniſtry 
which 1 have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the grace of God n. Surprizing change! That 
he ſhould enroll himſelf among thoſe names he once de- 
teſted, yea, and ſubſcribe himſelf in the loweſt rank 
Jam the leaſt of the Apoſiles, that am not meet to be called 
an Apoſtle, becauſe I perſecuted the church of God. The 
proud Phariſee is gone, and the humble Chriſtian ap. 
| pears; ſelf-confidence is loſt in the admiration of di. 
vine goodneſs: by the grace of God I am what I am b. A 
glorious light ſhone into his ſoul, and he reflects upon 
it with great ſatisfaction, that he did not ſtifle andi ſup. 
preſs it, I was not diſobedient to the heavenly viſion l. He 
made it a light unto his feet, and a lamp unto his 
path; and applied it as the rule and ſpring of all his 
labours. And his grace, which. was beſtowed upon mt, 
was not in vain; but I laboured more abundantly than thy 
all. Yet leaſt this ſhould be thought too much for 
him to ſay, who was an object of fo much favour, he 
humbly corrects the expreſſion, and takes to himſelt 
only the pleaſure of being an active inſtrument, that 
the power, the ſucceſs, the glory of all his labour 
might be aſcribed, where his debt of gratitude and 
love was ſo great, adding, yet not I, but the grace 6 
God, which was with mer. | 


4.) M ben ſuch great changes have been produced in the mo. 
ral world by the miniſtry of men, we bave reaſon io think f 
this gracious promiſe zo the Church. Men, who are the 
inſtruments, are too weak to accompliſh ſuch mighty 
things of themſelves without the concurrence of 2 
ſuperior preſence and power. All that they can do is 
to make a fair and honeſt repreſentation of the Goſ- 

, and offer the moſt. likely conſiderations to en- 

ighten and perſuade rational creatures. But when 
fin lies deeply inttenched, and its bulwarks are ren. 
dered ſtrong, *tis not caly to make an impreſſion on 
them with all the batteries of reaſon and oratory. * | 

A ek reaſon 
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„Acts xx. 24. | IF Cor. xv. " 2 N Ibid. ver. 10. 
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© 20 Chriſtian Chirches,” — 
reaſon could produce ſuch ſurprizing effects, what 
might we not expect from thoſe maſters of reaſon in 
our day. Light and motives are not wanting, and 
yet the ſtrong holds of ſin are ſo far from being de- 
moliſhed, - that they really increaſe, Suppoſing them 
to go ſo far as to produce a conviction of the truth 
and importance of religion, and to excite ſome good 
wiſhes and reſolutions, yet all his goodneſs is as a morn- 
ing cloud, that is ſoon diſſipated, and as the early dem it 
poeth away*. If we conſult fact and experience, we 
find the rank growth of ſin, and muſt confeſs to the 
reproach of mankind, bat ſin is not to be reaſoned 
out of the world. Not reaſon, not reputation and 
intereſt are ſufficient ſometimes to produce any good 
effects, where the imaginations are high, and the 
prejudices in favour of ſin deep and inveterate. It 
plainly requires ſome ſtronger hand than human 
agency to caſt down, and ſubdue them. Bleſſed be 
God this proviſion is made for us in the aids of the 
ſpirit 3 a proviſion that needed not have been made, 
had human agency been alone capable of effecting 
this, or human reaſon ſufficient: without it. 
r f There 
n nd ts bo us oro bo Reg 
The moſt plauſible objection to this way of reaſoning is this. 
* Reaſon is, or ought to be, a ſufficient guide to the favour of 
God; and for this plain reaſon, becauſe a man is accountable 
e for his actions, which would be moſt unreaſonable and unjuſt, 
* unleſs he is in a capacity of direQing ſuch actions“ The ar- 
gument looks ſpecious, and ſeems to conclude with great triumph. 
But if we take a nearer view of it, we ſhall find it not capable of 
reaching the point aimed at, namely, to overthrow the expediency 
| and neceſlity of revelation ; and thoſe aſſiſtances it has provided 
for us. The weakneſs and fallacy of the argument lies in thoſe 
two words faveur and capacity. Favour is an indefinite term, 
and may ſignify any degree or meaſure of divine favour, or that 
particular one, which is offered in the Goſpel, To ſay that reaſon 
(7. e. rightly uſed, and in the beſt manner we can) is ſufficient to 
guide us to ſome degree of favour, where no other light and aſſiſt- 
ance are offered, or can be had, I think cannot be denied. It ap- 
pears to me founded on this evident principle, that God will judge 
the whole world in righteouſneſs, f. e. he will deal equitably with 
all mankind, according to the diſpenſation they are under, — the 
eee | 1 | ifferent 
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which is made requiſite to it, by the ſame Goſpel. - 
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There is indeed, as I obſerved, a ſuitableneſs and fit. 
neſs in human agency to convince and perſuade; but 
thoſe ſinners before mentioned, maſters and monſtery 
in iniquity are not fo ſoon impreſſed :- yet When, a di- 


vine power concurs with it, it preyails even over 


thoſe. -*Tis a glorious diſplay of grace, when by ibe 
fookifhneſs:of preaching, the power of God is . manifeſted 10 
alvation u. The love, as well as the power of Chriſt ap- 
pears eminently this way, when ihe ſooliſb things of ihe 
wor ld-confound the wiſe; and weak things the migbiy; 
and baſe things and deſpiſed, yea things which are not, 10 
bring io nought things that are, that ng. fleſp ſbould glory in 
his preſence*. The bow. is drawn at a venture by a 
human hand, the arrow has a divine direction, and 
pierces the heart. Thu the weapons of: our warfare are 
mighty through God, to the. pulling down of fireng holds 7, 
— When ſuch effects are produced by plain, honeſt, 
and affectionate preaching, without flattering the 
guilty, or ſoothing the prejudiced; without yielding 
to an unreaſonable humour, or  criitging-.to ap inte- 
reftiog popularity, 'tis a proof thał eur Lord and 
Maſter was with us. The caſe of the. prophet is a 
proper emblem here. He ſtood unmoved by 4 wind 
that rent the mountains, and by an earthquake. that ſhook 
>; RR {Tom e 2014 5." the 
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diffrent talents. and opportunities he has given them. Mat. xxv. 
14-30. Ram. ii. 11-16. But this I deny that reaſon alone is 2 
ſufficient guide to THAT favour of God, or THAT meaſure of 
knowledge, virtue and 5 which chriſtianity propoſes and 
calls us to. The light and aſſiſtances of the Goſpel are neceſſary 
to ſuch refinement and perfection of moral life. And they contri- 
bute to the capacity we really enjoy of carrying our actions to ſuch 
an eminent, ſhining and divine virtue. This capacity, in a Goſpel 
ſtate, does not entirely reſult from the internal powers and abilities 
of the agent, 7. e. from reaſan only; but alſo from the light of re- 
velation, and the aſſiſtance of the ſpirit Thoſe advantages contri- 
bute to enlarge our preſent capacity, and therefore we are juſtly ac- 
countable for our actions, becauſe nothing is required of us beyond 
the capacity we are placed in. And conſequently it is not a true pro- 500 
poſition, that reaſon is a ſufficient guide of itſelf to THaT favour of 
God, which is offered in the Goſpel: and THAT eminent virtue 


1 Cor. i. 18 bid 28,9. „2 Cor. X 4. 
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the earth, and by a fre that uſually waſts and terrifies; 
becauſe the Lord was in neither of thoſe. But when 
the Riil ſinall voice ſucceeded them, there was ſuch a 
fecret energy and power that went along with ir, that 
it cauſed the prophet 20 wrap bis ſace in bis mantle . 
So when the ſtrength of reaſon cannot move, nor the 
charms of eloquence perſuade, a plain word of ex> 
hortation, accompanied with a divine bleſſing, has 
ſtruck through the conſcience and made the ſinner 
tremble. We bave this treaſure in earthen veſſels, ſabs 
ject to weakneſs and infirmities, that the excellency of 
tbe power may be of God, and not of us. The extreme 
difficulty of ſubduing the power of vicious habits, 
and of changing the bias of a carnal heart is, by-a 
bold ſurprizing figure, compared to a. natural impoſ- 

nw Can the Ethiopian change bis ſkin, and the Leo- 
ard bis ſpots,” then may ye alſo do good, who are accuſtems 
ed to do evil >, And what are we to affect this by our 
beſt: ſkill and addreſs? If we eſtimate-the caſe of 
uch, we muſt be convinced of the neceſſity of a di- 
ine ny to awaken and fix the attention; 
go impreſs'the conſcience with a ſenſe of danger, and 
ive quite another heart. What difficulties muſt we 
ncounter, what ſtrange things perſuade determined 
inners to do, ſuch as we can ſcarce hope our reaſons 
and motives ſhould accompliſh ? We muſt perſuade 


r A 48 d % / Ave ie 


bem to renounce thoſe pleaſures, which are dearer to 
r eiem chan friendſhip or reputation, health or inte- 
a et; to deny thomſdives in what is moſt grateful; to 
y {WF<chounce the allurements and vanities of fin, which 
them are moſt engaging. Nay, we. muſt perſuade 
hem to do, what is not only difficult, but painful; 
luck out che tight eye, to cut off the right band, to 
I bdue the irregular propenſities of animal nature, 10 
„under tbe body, and bring it inio ſubjettion ; to be- 
4 eve things they have never ſeen ; and hope for a 
odd they have no tafte of; and embrace thoſe 
| M _ exalted 


Ex Kings xix. Il, 12. 2 2:Cor. iv: 7. > Jer. xiü. 23. 
© 1 Sam, x, 9. 4 Matt. v. 29, 30. © 1 Cor. ix. 27. 
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exalted precepts,” which all their luſts diſdain and op: 
poſe. Oh painful conflict! Surprizing change Hep 
can we hope to ſucceed in ſuch attempts? And yet 
we do ſucceed many times. We ſee a dark chaos 
forming into light order and beauty, the rocks rend- 
ing, the dead in ſin riſing and giving glory to the 
God of Heaven; that God, whom they have inſult. 
ed and blaſphemed. Is it not reaſonable to acknoy. 
ledge the aids of Providence and Grace with us, in 
ſuch ſurprizing changes? That not our perſuaſion a. 
lone, but the ſtill ſmall voice of the ſpirit in it pre. 
vailed; not the thunder of our voice, but of a pow. 
er that united with it, made it effectual. Thus it 
becomes us to aſcribe the honour of our uſefulneſs and 
ſucceſs to that preſence and bleſſing, which ſecures it. 
So then, neither is he that planteth any thing, neither be 
tbat watereth, but God that giveth the increaſe. For un 
are labourers together with God f. n 
Thus I have ſhewn you in what inſtances we mul 
ſuppoſe the grace and influence of this promiſe to be 
more eminently diſcovered. - I would not be miſun- 
derſtood, in ſo important a principle, as that of 4: 
vine aſſiſtance, and therefore beg leave to add by way 
„ <5: 2 nk een 
In the fr} place, what has deen obſerved, in the 
illuſtration of this ſubject, muſt not be fo underſtood, 
as to-weaken our regards for the inſtitutions, and or- 
dinances of religion. Divine aſſiſtance is generally af 
forded in the uſe of means, and the diligent exet- 
Ciſe of our faculties. They are appointments by the 
fame authority, on which our religion ſtands. They 
have in them a natural tendency to promote the ends 
of religion; and conſequently there is reaſon to er 
pect, that he who inſtituted them, ſhould regard and 
proſper them, when honeſtly uſed. I own that God 
has no where obliged himſelf to help none; but thok 
who uſe ſuch means: he is ſought of them that aſſti 
not for bim, and found of them that ſought bim 1 
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He ſometimes takes hold of Sinners, when nothing 
was more diſtant from their thoughts and deſigns: 
and in a goſpel ſtate always prevents them by a talent 
of his grace. But I don't find it any where pro- 
miſed that ſinners may generally expect his gracious 
manifeſtations in their: ſecurity, careleſneſs, and ob- 
ſtinate purſuit of wickedneſs; or that they are encou- 
raged to hope for further meaſures of grace, when 
they have neglected the , that was given without 
their ſeeking or aſking. The text ſuppoſes the uſe 
of means; and the preſence and power here pro- 
miſed is in the aſſembly of chriſtians. We muſt not 
apply extraordinary caſes to the general expectation 
of chriſtians. Thoſe whom God deſigns: as inſtru- 
ments of good to others, he may call and qualifie as 
he pleaſes. He may even compel and force them 
into his ſervice, without injury ta any. He may do 
this by unuſual and ſurprizing ways, without intend- 
ing to give others the ſame expectations. We muſt 
not, for inſtance, expect the ſame light and voice St. 
Paul had at his converſion: any more than his rapture 
io paradiſe , or Elijab's paſſage to heaven by 4 cba- 
riot of fre and a whirkvind*, Thoſe are ſovereign acts, 
which ſhew the greatneſs of God's mercy and power, 
and what he can do: which encourage us to hope, 
that, in the way of our duty, we ſhall want the af- 
ſiſtance of neither, when we ſee thoſe, who were out 
of the way of their duty, ſuch objects of both. 
Again. We muſt underſtand this doctrine, in the ge- 
neral courſe of religion, conſiſtent with our being 
moral agents. For, as ſuch we are only capable of 
Jaw, religion, rewards or puniſhments. - Thoſe fol- 
lowing powers conſtitute us moral agents, viz. Un- 
DERST ANDING,: by which we receive the ideas of 
things; RR Aso, by which we review thoſe ideas, 
compare. them with one another, and refer them to 
ſome rule for diſcovering their moral quality; whe- 
ther good or evil, fit or unfit 0 become motives 
3 M 2 t 0 24: 1.906 
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of action; WII L or a power of ſelf determination; 
by which, amidſt 3 variety of objects, we chooſe or 
refuſe to act. Though we thoſe powen 
weakened, depraved, or under & wrong biaſs; yet 
we cannot ſuppoſe them deſtroyed. Take away any 
one of them, and man ceaſes to be a moral agent, 
and at the ſame time he ceaſes ti be accountable for 
his actions. We muſt therefore in our reaſonings on this 
ſubject, confider man as an active, rational creature, 
one that acts voluntarily, with deſign and choice, 
thopgh it muy be, both are wrong. This is the pre- 
tive of our beings above the brutal world; this 
the true ground of thoſe pleaſures and enjoyments, 
which brutes ate not capable of. In this view affift- 
ance is a proper expreſſion. It would be abſurd to 
talk of aſſiſting a clock to move, or a ſtone to fall) 
becauſe their motion is necaſſary: but not to aſſiſt an 
active being to act well, whoſe action is voluntary 
Such a being is aſſiſted by offering truth in a praper 
light ; by removing the prejutlices of 2 appetite 


and paſſion, by fixing the attention, by ſuggeſting 1 
oper motives and ends of action, and impreſſing hu 


pes and fears with ſuitable: objects. This the ſpirit 
of God does in a manner congruous to our nature, 
and agreeable to the exerciſe of our ' own faculties 
He uſually communicates his grace by the medium 
of our rational powers, and in fach a manner, that 
ve cannot often diftingaiſh the acceſs and receſs of 
his influence, from the operation of our 'Oown/ minds. 
So is every one that is born of the ſpirit k. This general 
truth is well expreſſed by the apoſtle. in a particular 
caſe, Neverthilefs be that: ſtundeib ftedfaſt' in bis ' beart, 
is ſettled in a firm reſolution and purpoſe of mind, 
daving no neceſſity, i. e. of marrying; 6ut bath. pown 

 goer bis oh till, is free from paternal. authority to 
zurſue what he chooſes, and bath ſo derreed: in bis own 
cart, dorb-4pett*, Religion and virtue therefore, in 
our preſent ſtate, malt be conſidered was: 7 
from the conjunctive influence of the ſpirit of G ; 

| _— 
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and human agency 3 which points out to us the 
ground of our c ndance, and the reaſonableneſs of 
fear, leſt we ſhould ſeem to come ſhort of the pro- 
miſed reft. 1f ye through the. ſpirit do moriify ibe deeds. 
of the body, ye ſhall live ®,—fl ; and which I 
principally intend here, we muſt not ſo explain the 
Jaſſiſtances of the Goſpel, as to leave ſinners excuſable. 


16 We ſee the many ſhifts and evaſions they are capable 
„of, how invention is fruitful to find out ſome pretence 
e. hopes of heaven. If this grace is neceſſary, /ay 
hrs, as we are told; then, ſince it is not in our 


« power to give this to ourſelves, we cannot be other- 


Sg | 

\. 5 wiſe than what we are, till this is voughſafed 3 

0 and therefore muſt wait till that time comes. And 

ehen that comes, the grace of God will ſubdue; 

mn cour obſtinacy, give quite another bias to our 

y. © thoughts and affections, and make us better men.“ 
'atal reaſoning ! And yet I doubt it is too common 


r the world ®. But where is there any ground for it 4 
and that ſo clear and certain, that a man would ven- 


ture his ſalvation upon it? The Goſpel & plainly 
it WH conſtitution of laws, exhortations, promiſes and 


hreatnings adapted to the nature of man, as, a moral 
agent; and which condemns: us as inexcuſable, if we 
are not influenced by them. Duty infers capacity; 
and exhortation excludes force. In this conſtitution. 


of od is before-hand with us, by putting a talent into our 
* Wands; and graciouſly promiſes to own and reward 
ral Nur improvements with more and richer gifts. Thus 

ar che parable of the talents: cloſes; unto every one that 

„e improved, ſcull be given, and be ſball have aunn- 

d, Nnce; but from bim that bath nat improved, fall 'be 
len away, even that firſt talent, which be bath®. Di- 
to Meine aſſiſtance bn is perfectly conſiſtent with the exer- 
un FFT + £ 1:5 aſe 
n Rom. viii. 13.. Philip. ii. 12, 13. Tit. ij. 11, 12. | Heb-iv. 1. 
1 This is not all ſuppoſition, mere rational conjecture; but 


hat I myſelf have found true upon very ſolemn occaſions. 
? Matt. der 2g, , * Mark fr. 26, 55 
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2 of our faculties, and the promiſe of further mea 
ſures of it —_— requires it, even our conſideration, 
diligence prayer. We need not perplex ourſelves 
in ſo plain a caſe by ſetting one paſſage of ſcripture 
againſt another. They are all conſiſtent,” and reſolve 
themſelves into this, what God promiſes, ſuppoſes 
the uſe of our faculties and endeavours ; and what 
God commands, ſuppoſes- the concurrence of his gra 
_ cious affiſtance and help. Where the cafe is made ſo 
important by its conſequences I thought it my duty to 

to ĩt with freedom and plainneſs; and eradicate, 

it poſſible, a prejudice that croſſes the whole frame of 
our religion, namely, that nothing is required of us to- 
wards our ſalvation v. You will be all witneſſes for me 
this day, that I exhort and beſeech finners to ſhey 
themſelves men, to turn from their evil ways and live; 
which if they neglect to do, their ruin will be from 
themſelves; their damnation, the effect of their own 
choice, and what might have been: prevented, whillt 
they were within the reſerves of mercy: but never af 
ter. O the E the n NEVE V1 — 
1 mages: to 1 N 
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of the red concerning this promiſe of Chriſt 10 
his Church, that where two or three are gathered toge. 
ther ii in his name, there he will bein the midſt of them, 


1.) We have cauſe ito: be very thankful for a promiſe, that 
raiſes us above our infirmities,; and fills the Saul with a cheer: 
ful light and hope. Sin is a dark deformed thing, and 
naturally breeds diſtance. between. God: and man. It 
gives us terrifying apprehenſions of him, and makes 
us glad to fly from the thought, even when we 
cannot fly from the pqwer of God. We find the pa- 
rent of mankind, When he became a ſinner, would 
fain have hid Hmſelf from an eye that penetrates the 
deepeſt privacy and the darkeſt hell ; from a preſence, 
which 85 before he: bved: and adored, Happy * 


n 
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us that a preſence all encouraging is reſtored to us. 
God will indeed: dell with man on earth. His publick 
worſhip is a ſtanding proof of his favour ; the peculiar 
manifeſtation. of it there is eſtabliſhed by promiſe. 
What a motive this to love and praiſe him? Here is 
peace on earth, and good-will to men; here the Sa- 


eſtrangement to God is removed; for we are no more 
rangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the ſaints 
and of the bouſbold of God 4. We ſhould have eſteemed 
it an happineſs to have ſeen Chriſt in the fleſh ;'to have 
heard his gracious words ; and followed the courſe of 
his miraculous triumphs: ftorms 'and winds obeying 
his voice, diſeaſes healed, devils diſpoſſefſed. How 
much greater happineſs are we capable of from this 
promiſe ? To have his word come to our fouls cloath- 
ed with power and ſalvation; to have the ſtorms with- 
in us laid; the diſtempers of the mind healed ; grace 
inſinuated by this and the other means, ſoftening the 
obſtinacy of our hearts; curing our blindneſs; diſpoſ- 
ſeſſing our prejudices 3 and reſtoring us to rectitude of, 
mind. This would be of more conſequence than the 


W other : that might indulge our curioſity and wonder, 


this will advance our perfection and happineſs. And 
therefore on this view of the caſe, the promiſe ſhould 
be always received with eſteem and gratitude. 


be a conſtant reaſon for our frequenting it, and anſwer every 


always prized thoſe opportunities, and found them 
delightful improving ſeaſons.. Here David's doubts 
were fatisfied, and his joy raiſed to tranſports, Heu 
amiable are thy tabernacles O Lord of hoſts r. Here Chriſt 
manifeſted himſelf after his reſurrection, and pro- 
nounced the bleſſing of peace. Here the Holy 
Ghoſt deſcended with all his rich gifts and gracious in- 
fluences . And here thoſe, who have been any ways 


| remark- 
1 Epheſ..ii. 14. 19; r Pſal, Ixxxiv. 1. Ibid, xxvii. 4. 


Luke xxiv. 36. Akts ii. 2, 3, 4+ 


viour appears.eminently our peace. The diftance and 


5 2. The divine bleſſing expected in public worſhip will 
trifiing excuſe that would keep us from it. Good men have 
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remarkable in the manner of their converſion, hays 
ſhewn their particular regards afterwards. When we 
can ſo eaſily excuſe our attendance here, is it not to 
be preſumed, that we have no juſt ſenſe of a ſinful 
ſtate, and of our eſtrangement from God; no reliſh 
of ſpiritual and divine comforts ; no want of God, ot 
fear of future conſequences? Otherwiſe we ſhould put 
ourſelves often in the way of a bleſſing, and regret the 
loſs of an ity, as it 1 the loſs of 
favour, which would have ennobled and enriched u; 
for ever. *Tis a melancholy thought that in a chri. 
ſtian nation, ſo few comparatively ſhould ſtatedly wor. 
ſhip God. The Poor are very negligent in this caſe, 
when they of all other ſhould be found in the practice. 
They have but little in this world, and one would 
think they ſhould deſire to have ſomething in the 
next, that they might not be loſers in both worlds, 
One thing ſhould peculiarly endear the \worſhip of 
God to them, . that they have the honour to be named 
in Chriſt's commiſſion. He hath anointed me to preach 
the Gofpel to the poor . But if they will not attend, they 
Night their privilege, and throw away their bleſſing, 
Time was, when the Kingdom of heaven ſuffered violence, and 
the violent took it by force * : when the Kingdom of God was 
preached, and every man preſſed into it . But how is the caſe 
altered fince ? We ſeem to think the kingdom of hea-· 
ven ſhould commit a violence upon us, and force us to 
come into it. Such is our indifference z ſuch our re- 
luctaney! The Papiſts may well ſhame us out of our 
negligence. The places of publick worſhip are to be 
ſeen every where amongſt them. Their churches, 
chapels, and oratories are innumerable, and generally 
frequented. If they have a worſe religion than we, 
as certainly they have, yet they have a better zeal. 
Let us therefore of God to ineline our hearts unto 
his teſtimonies, and to love the habitation of his houſe, 
Let us prepare to meet him in the way of his N 
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know not God, and n the families that call not Fu 
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peffatione. If ever there de occaſion for recollection of 
mind; for gravity and decency of behaviour; for 


come to appeat before God.—.— Prayer would be à 
introduRtion to the ſervice, This is'a duty which 


= ab an act of itſelf, but as a meahs of 
N us to every he act. The prepated heart 


on; and this is from God *, as is every other g 
| Of him eherefore let us aſk grace to 
diſpoſe us to a right tłmper: beg of him, in ſoms 
pious ejaculations, to prevent the intruſion of vain 
rlioughits ; beg a mind fixed, and united in all its pow- 
ers, an hear Jenſible of i its wants and open to convic- 
tion, an affectionate, gratefol reſentmient of divine 
Pore. Thus rg 875 guarded we may hope td 
nebt a blefſin What we pray for, we 
ſhould endeavour after bor lber dic. a ſerious conſi- 
derite thind. The heathens in their facrifices ſum: 
ned the attention of the people with an boc' age, 
id what you are about, We have muck more rea- 
on, cotifideting the ſuperiority of the fervice, to ad- 
irc ourfelves folembly to it; that 'when we pray, 
t may be with Cür da Jer Ae oe praiſe 
nd adore; all löl is within us might Beſs Bis holy name; 
hen we fear, it may be as thoſe who — 5oh the 
11 of life ant! death to be of the ütmoſt imp 
; He that bath ears td bear; let Bim blur. 

N | — 
TR prov. vi. 1. Jam. I. 17. 
Pal. cxix. 2. e Pal. ci. 14. Matt. Xii. 19 
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ſhould run through the whole frame of our religion, 


is 1 feat advantage to the ficceſs and pleafüre of de. 
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requireth nothing more than the heart, and nothing 
leſs will he accept. My ſor give me thy heart *. We 
come. not into the houſe of God, as into a gay aſſem- 
. bly, to make a ſhew, and pay our compliments to 
one another; but to worſhip God, to learn the way 
to be virtuous and happy, and what ſhould engage our 
attention more. Finally, we ſhould not forget 
what is God's end in .communicating aids and com. 
forts to us in his Church, namely, to fit us more for the 
offices of humanity and life out of ir, which obrained 
is an eminent bleſſing. Piety, that does not influence 
us in this manner, is deceitful. If it does not promote 
the obſervance of juſtice, temperance and charity; if 
it does not produce in us kind and generous affection 
towards others, no wonder if we come and go with- 
out a blefling. Pure religion and undefiled before God, and 
the Father is * to viſit "= fatherleſs and the widows in 
their afflittion, and to keep himſelf unſpotted from the world. 
We muſt have a diſpoſition to do what God requires, 
1.e. 10 dp juftly, lave mercy, and walk * with im 
or. we bar the way to all favour. _  : 


2 On the ſtrength of this promiſe, _ 5 vera. 
city of him who made it, we. hope for the. convepſſon f 
the worſt of farmers, in the houſe of God. We are ready 
ſometimes to deſpair of ſucceſs z of making any im. 
preſſion on the heart, zbar, like leviathan's, is firm as 
a flone, as hard as a piece of the nether . mill-flone b. We 
fill our mouths with arguments, and our hearts with 
hope, that now will be the happy, ſeaſon of conviction, 
when we ſhall ſubdue the ſinners pride and prejudices. 
Now we hope to take hold of their reaſon, and rouz 
their conſciences; to ſhew them effectually the enmity 
within; their, preſent diſtraction, and future danger. 
Now we flatter ourſelves, that we cannot fail of render- 
ing Chriſt and his religion all lovely, in whoſe name 
we ſpeak. And what is oftentimes the iſſue ? We arc 
W We find, we have been doing no 
4 - more 
ITY xxiii. 26. .F Jam. i. 27. s Mic. vi. 8. 
Job xli. 24. 4 . 2 N 
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more chan writing upon the ſand, and plowing a 
rocks; ſo that we are almoſt * a "= 
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Vin ſpeak no more in this name. But when we read of 
ne that; was fanctified, of whom many devils had 

poſſeſſion . When we find a Paul, juſt before reaking 

Vith che blood of the ſaints, liſt himſelf into their num 
her, and glorying to ſhare with them in their ſuffer- 

ng, ve conceive ſome good hopes. Thus we enceu- 

1 rage ourſelves. . Chrift can clothe his word with ſalya- 

edion, and direct that to the heart, which would other: * 

1 wiſe die in the ear. He can make thoſe tremble, that 

f we cannot touch; and raiſe in power, what is ſown in 
— — . ũ 

ve fear not the ſophiiſtry of carnal reaſonings nor che 
Lelſiſtance of ſtrong prejudices, and high/imaginations; 1 
He knows che time, the means, the tender ſeaſon, 

f and can excite us to ſecure the conqueſt. Tis hard. 

2 [ confeſs,” that, after all he has done to convince and 

; BY oblige mankind, he ſhould ſtand in need of any advo- 


cate; hard, that ſuch an advocate, when he pleads 
his cauſe, ſhould. not be favourably: heard; but the 
hardeſt of all will be for ſinners themſelves, to periſh” 


F with the ſound of the goſpel in their ears. We pray 
bod to have compaſſion on thoſe,” who have none bn 
U themſelves. We hope; chat his houſe is the place 
* where a divine power and glory will be often manifeſt. * 
„ed.“ We hope an effectual bleſſing will accompanñy 
h the line upon line, and 8 precept: Mar de 
: bony will come when the de A in ſin, call Pear the voice of 
f the Son.of God, and, we can aſſure them, they tba bear, 
5 chat der ve and obey it, Hall ede ns 5 e 212 
1 5.) Hence it appears bat nothing can be 4 greater” 
f Judgment than to be deprived of our ſolemn aſſemblies : be- 
* cauſe then we muſt expect to loſe the hope of this gra- 
e dous preſence and power. Our Saviour came to re- 
- deem us from the effects of ſin and miſery; to enable 
eto govern thoſe appetites and paſſions, the inferior 
N 2 part | 
8. 
| Luke viii, 2. 2 Cor. vi. 1. John v. 25. 
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part of ourſelves, Which, when govern us, be. | 
cams the lpurces of; every, miſchieſ and diſorder. His 
method, of , accompliſhing this deſign is very: human: 
with kindneſs and decorum, with Perſun ſion / andi rea- 
ſans; with an aſſiſtance, that might ſtrengthen our. fa- 
evlnes, ande give them an happy biaſs to truth and 
goodneſs, In his Father's hauſe he will pour out all 
his, graces; that every heatt oyght offer pure incenſe 
there,: and.cyery tongue. confels his authority and loye 
tothe glory of the: Father. Butaf this is no more; if 
the i lege of. publick. warſhip ceaſes; what an 
obſtruction mutt it: prova to this deſign. When the 

 ark.of, Cod was taken, it. was. ſaid, the glory is. departed 
ram Iſtacim. We:loſtour-glory: with-the goſpel; we 
loke; gur. ſtrength anilijoy with tha kingdom ande church 
of God, And muſt not this ãntroduce the -worlt of 
EVIJs;7| We: ſee; how: bad- it is withcus:in;the: midft of 
opportzmities for. publick worſhip. How does, ſin pre. 
vall.againſt all our endeavburs ? Thel ax is laid to the 
Tg of thertree, wa. ſenſæai pleaſurs; yet the plant 
grows and ſpreads. What faſt hold has the im- 
 maderate; love of pleaſure: taken! of us? If. we are ſo 
fand. of /putward pomp and ꝭſtate a ſo reſolved: ta live 
ig pride, lunury, and exreſs, we cannot hope that a. 
fair and honeſt. income ſhould maintain it. It will in 
time: hecame almoſt neceſſary toi bear the charges of 
ſame. vices} by the help of other vices, andi to ſupply. 
the, wants of luxury and pleaſure, by injuſtice, fraud. 
and: oꝑpreſſion. 'Aimiferable.:itate. indeed! Have we 
ng reaſan ta fear that the bleſſing may depart from our 
aſſemblies, even when the appęarances of them ſubſiſt? 
—— Where are the ſeven famous churches of Ala; 
where the renowned churches of Africa? They are 
now laſt, in a ſtrangæ ſuperſtition, barbarity and dark - 
neſs; and we cati; ſcarce tell the place, where 
ſome af them ſtood. "Dreadful; judgment! Eybe- 
ſus was expreſly warned of the removal of her 
light, Qur Savigur has made it the e 
N g | order 


e .a_ cs a ac oo 


P. 1 Sam. iv. ult, . Fer, it, 5. 


1 2 Aut ad 


order of his: goſpel, that they ſhould loferit, who wers 
not the betteł fo it HF = — honour God, he 
wilh pour contempt: upon all our glory. IIS for- 
him cel 8 and blaſt E 
we willinot keep tothe meaſures of virtue and religion, 
ſuffer us to run headlong into meaſures, that wilbmake 
us fall, poor and unpitied. Nothing but wor can befall 
us wuben God denarts from us; Loet us therefore ſee and 
fear, and deprecate ſo heavy a judgment. Let us fre- 
quent the worſhip: of God, not reſting im outward pri- 
vileges, as thoſe did, who cried ibe temple: f the Bard, 
the temple of the Lord, who yet . were very bad:men: 
but as thoſe who are deſirous of improving in reab re- 
ligion, Let our principal-view- be, not a name on a 
notion, but a renewed: mind!:..notaiparty-zeal; but an 
heavenly divine temper, which breathes humility: pu. 
ty, rightequſneſs, and every kind and generous afs 
ection. 5 5 f | 1 f 2 N <9 g wt 1 2 


6. And laſtly, The duty reſulting from all cis, thai t 
concerys us to. get this preſence and pawer wich us. I'have: 
conſidered: you as moral agents, and: therefore muſt 
ſuppoſe the want of this to be. owing to yourſelvesʒ for 
faithful is he that hath promiſed; We cannot ſuppoſe 
this promiſe: an arbitrary conſtitution, but a matter of 
favour offered to us, and conſequently: brought with- 

in the reach of our faculties. If we earneſtly. deſire / 
and ſeek it, we ſhall not go without it. There is a: 
paſſage in the prophet, which ſhews this to be the 
caſe, A new beart-alſo.will I give yau, and a new\ſpirit' 
wil I put within you. Aud 1 will: take away-theftony beart- 
out of yaur fleſh, and Iwill give you'an beart of fleſh! An 
Iwill put my ſpirit within you, and cauſe you-to walk in my. 
ſalutes *, Here were eminent and ſpiritual bleſſings 
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promiſed, divine aſſiſtance enſured, the ſtrongeſt and? 

moſt abſolute terms made uſe of; both the aſſiſtance 

and the work divine. Was there any thing required 
9 Matt. xxi. 43. L Hoſ. ix. 12. 1 Jer. vi. 4. | 


" Epek. xxxyi. 26, 27. 
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of them in order to their —_ g. them? Yes; 


I will yet for this be enguired of the houſe of Iſrael, to do 


it for them. They were to aſk of God thoſe bleſſings, 


which ſuppoſed à ſenſe of their dependance; a 
ſenſe of their wants, and of the ſuitableneſs of thoſe 


bleſſings to them. There is enough in ſcripture and 
our on experience to convince us, that as we can 
do nothing effectually in religion without God; ſo: 


he will do nothing ordinarily without us. Upon this 
ground it is, that we have any rod to reaſon, expoſ- 


ſtulate, entreat and beſeech you. 1 beg _ NPE 


a little, whilſt 1 doſe. 127 + 
Some of you may complain of yourſelves, that you 


want life and ſpirit in your religion; that you ſeem to 


be fallen into lan habitual dullneſs and decay; and 
that you have ſat long under the droppings of the 
ſanctuary with little pleaſure and adyantage ; ; 1 lean. 


an incumbrance to us; and a diſorder here, may oc- 
caſion a lowneſs and depreſſion of ſpirit, which will 
go with us into religion. But excepting this caſe, we 


have reafon to impute the ground of our complaint to 
our on negligence. We do not, for inſtance, ſtir up the 


gifts of God, that are in us; or we do not regard the 


in thy zeal, more unſteady in thy walk 3 not ſo for- 
ward, ſo watchful, ſo .exemplary as thou waſt uſed to 
be; and this backſliding ſhews a defect in thy love. 
The advice to them is proper for us in this caſe, Re- 
member from whence thou art fallen, repent aud do the n 
Werks*, We complain of thoſe declenſions, but our 
fault may be, that qur attention is drawn away by 
other objects. We have ſet up idols in our own dearly 
an 


* Eck. xxx vi. 37. 


= Iſa. xxiy, 46. 
! Ibid. ver. 5. 705 
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neſs, my leanneſs, woe unta me . This fleſh will be often 


frame and temper, of our ſpirits, and fo unavoidably. 
ſink and ſettle in the outward forms of religion. Out 
| and activity decline, becauſe our firſt love is 
abated. Nevertheleſs I have ſomewhat agaiuſt thee becauſe. 
rhei baſt left thy firſt love n. Thou art grown more cool 
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and no wonder then if in the houſe of God; they wan- 


der after our covetouſneſs, after that which influences our 


deſire and engroſſes our ſoul. If we have another and 


a better treaſure, that will naturally draw our thoughts 
to it; for where the treaſure is, there-ibe beart will be alſo v. 


If we examine ourſelves impartially we: ſhall find the 
cauſe of our complaint in ourſelves. -. Tho? I muſt ob- 
ſerve here, that to be in any meaſure ſenſible of our 


own imperfections is a good ſign, and a good diſpo- 
ſition towards the reviving of religion in us. Let us 
therefore rouze up ourſelves out of this ſupine ſtate ; 


attend to the workings of our own ſpirits,” and ſhew. a 
concern for our eternal ſafety equal to the importance 


of it. Work out your own ſalvation with fear and tremb- 
ling *, 0 122817 ei n kent tt tals 31 
We have reaſon ſometimes to complain of others, 


that they continue hard and obſtinate; that their pre- 
judices are ſtill impenetrable, and all we can ſay, on 
the moſt moving ſubjects, is loſt upon them. Who is 


to be blamed for this? Not God. His grace may be 
had, if there is any ſincerity in his offers, or truth in 


his promiſes. Sinners are ſtill rational creatures; they 


are ſurrounded with the means of life; the meſſages of 


the goſpel are within their reach, and often within 
their hearing. What God expects from them, is, 


that they ſhould conſider thoſe meſſages. Suppoſe thoſe 


things were not likely to riſe up in their own thoughts, 
yet when they are propoſed, they can think of them, 
and enquire into their nature and tendency. And if 
they do what they can, God will enable them to do 
what they ought, But the caſe is, they love their fins. 


better than their ſouls; and had rather be and do any 
thing than part with them, than mortify their corrupt 


inclinations. A form, a notion, a party, that will ex- 


cuſe this trouble, ſhall be readily embraced, tho? their 
eternal happineſs or ruin are the things in iſſue, The 
fault is their own, They will think ſo hereafter, and 
might think ſo now, if they did but really believe the 
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95 The Grate St. of Chrit's- promiſe 
word of God. N will nt nome ue nba ye might bin 
life.-— 7 would bavr gaibered you 3, and ye would not— My 
provifencs '"wvere all ready, and the irroitation made ; your 
excnfes were as ready, and prevented am goodneſs, accord. 
ing to the parable. God cannot be tempted with evil, 
 menther templeth be any man. But every man is itmphed 
- when be is drawn away ef bis own ls, and enticed®, 
Various are the reafonings of ſinners in defence of 
themſelves ; yet methinks their very reafoning 4 
gainſt this truth, is a proof of their capacity for im. 
proving it. One thing perhaps has greatly contributed 
to their fecurity in fin, which de to be taken 
notice of. They imagine their /m io reſult neceſſarily fun 
their confti;ntion. They find in themſelves ſuch power. 
ful ſtimulations and impulſes to fin, that they cannot 
reſiſt them. This is not true, and I will ſay more 
than this, that the ſitiner himſelf does not believe it 
true. If thou didſt believe it, O nner, why does 
% thy countenance fall, when thou haſt done wicked- 
« ly? Why does thy conſcience rebuke thee, when 
«<. there was no [accuſer or witneſs but thyſelf ? 
Why doſt thou fear and tremble; why lament thy 
« caſe, and reſolve to do ſo no more? All this u 
c che effect of conviction, that thy fin is thy own 
0 perfonal act, not neceſſitated, but choſen, not the 
e teſult of conſtitution, but will.“ So it is upon 
many occaſſons, when mens notions and opinion 
are againſt us; when their tongues are againſt us, 
their conſcierices ate on our fide. When we exhort 
them to rightocuſneſ and obedience, we have an ad. 
vocate in their own boſoms, that owns the propriety 
and rectitude of ſuck advice. 9179 
Let me therefore exhort and beſeech you, O in- 
mortal fouls, to aſſert that moral liberty, which Chriſt 
has called you to. Shew yourſelves men, aim at 4 
conduct and behaviour worthy of that character: de- 
liver yourſelves from the low impure joys of fin, and 
aſpire to the nobler pleaſures of virtue and heaven. : 
*. | ca 


John v. 40 Luke xiil. 34. Matt. xxii. 4. Jack. i. 13, 14. 
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call upon yon i there are any ſuch 'herey who are in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of iniquity, to pray 
tor. this freedom. Upon you, that are carsleſy 2nd + 
ſecure 3 that are dead in 'treſpaſſes arid ſins, t&- be- 
think. yatif(ves'mm. time, arid enter into the cdnſe- 
aueneey of your aftions, .. You hear what the Golpel 
lays, and _— —— dme notion of your dreadful 


f 2e Hope | ye, toby wil ye die d. "Azake 
1 ther eh e. from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall 
k Don't diſcourage yourſelves by this 
l 22 == difficulty. Time is haſtening whilſt you 
1 _ IT and unreſolved. See "how the fands 
WY fall,” and che haſty fun declines, and the evening ſha- 
. dows of life are lengthening, . Conſider how ſoon the 
important ſcenes will open. The new heavens and the 
e new earth, wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs ; which you 
me not yet fit for: the Judge on his throne with a 


burning world at his feet, 2 all the objects of your 
pride and vanity will be ne mere. Now we wait for 
your reſolution. Take but the ſame pains to ſave, 
that you have done to damn yourfelves, and you need 
not queſtion the ſucceſs; nay take but the ſame pains 
to get heaven, a8 you do to get the world and you would 
not mi If. thou ſeckeſt ber as ſilver, — 
for ber, as . Then ſhalt thou underſtand the 


fear of the d, and ſind the knowledge of Gad *. To your 
reſolutions add your moſt fervent. prayers to heaven 
for mercy and grace. And with ſuch diſpoſitions come 
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into the houſe of God, and then we hope that glory 
Eoin fl the place, and that day falvation come into 
Door fouls: Vbicb God of * Mae mercy grant _—_ 
Jejus Cbri if our Lord, g 
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for National Mercies. A Thankſgiving Sermon, —6. The Paß 


| Obligation, and Benefit of Publick Worſhip, in Two SExRMONs: 


\ Syntax in one Sheet, with the Ellipſis under each rule, wers 


of Demoithenes and Cicero &c. 


| book in Greek. 


BOOKS fold by J. Noon, at the Vit Hart ig 

Cbbeagide, near Mercer g Chapel, 1 
CBT „ i ICE es E 5 1 | 1 74 
1. HE Principle Re gious Liber er ted and the alu 

II of them ee S obi — a preface an 
notes, explaining ſome important truths of Natural and Revealed} 
Religion, —2. Reflections on Human Life ; deſigned to lead us 
to the true knowledge of ourſelves and our duty. 3. God's pro. 
miſſes the comfort and ſecurity of his People in all times danger? 
preached during the time of the late Rebellion. 4. The death: 
of Minifters confidered and improved; occaſioned by the death of 
ſome. eminent Paſtors near together. 5. National Gratitude d 


tonal Care; ſhewn to be a ſincere love to the Souls of Men. Au 
Ordination Sermon. 7, Virtue the Baſis of Publick Happineſs yl 
Shewing the way of Reformation and Peace. — 8. The Nature, 


to which are added Two oTHER SERmoNs, relative to the ſame 
ſubject, concerning the Grace and Influence of Chrift"s promiſe ti 
Chriftian Churches; deſigned to promote the Honour of God 
and engage his protection of our Publick Intereſts. Thoſe abo 
by Dr. Mr: nts. Ff We 4 
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1. Two large Practical Grammars; the one of theGn x xx Tonov iy 
the other of the Latin Toncve, drawn up on the ſam 
plan, and in Engliſh ; | eſtabliſhed upon rational principles and 
claffical authorities, with a large explanation of elliptical con- 
ſtructions in both languages, and of Diale& in the Greek, and off 
the various uſes of the Prepoſition in the Latin; alſo 
vocabulary and three indexes to each Grammar, 2. vol. Second 
Edition. N. B. Both thoſe Grammars are defigned as a ſufficient] 
collection of Grammatical learning for the afſiftance of Scholars my 
the upper Claſſes; or Gentlemen, aubo quould revive their acguain: 
tance awith either Language- F eee 
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N *. The Accidence of Wards, in the Latin Tongue, and a new! 


Proper 8 ; : 5 
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3. Rhetoric or the Principles of Oratory, with two Chapters, 
the one on Memory, the other pronunciation, reſpecting the geſture, 
and voice; of ſtyle ; ſome beautiful paſſages tranſlated ; an Account? 


% 
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. Praxis Grammatica, or twelve of Lucians Dialogues, dal 
Guard's Edit. and Iſocrates ad _Demon. parſed, deſigned as a fitſt 
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